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The Afghan mission

NATO off course, report concludes

GLORIA GALLOWAY

OTTAWA -- A former Canadian ambassador to NATO says the war in Afghanistan cannot be won militarily and
it will require negotiation with the Taliban to bring an end to the conflict.

Gordon Smith, who was Canada's NATO ambassador between 1985 and 1990, and a team of experts from across
Canada will release a report tomorrow that says the current NATO policies are not on course to achieve the
objectives of peace and stability in the country, "even within a period of 10 years."

Dr. Smith, who is also a former deputy minister of Foreign Affairs and is now director of the Centre for Global
Studies at the University of Victoria, says recent announcements that will bring NATO's troop complement in
Afghanistan to 37,000 will have little impact.

"One of the experts that we asked about how many troops would be needed fo



The real objective of the NATO force is to prevent a resurgence of Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda terrorist
organization -- a group that has moved to other areas of the world and is rem



