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Introduction 
 
This bulletin reports on the current state of alcohol policies in Alberta (AB) from a public 
health and safety perspective using results from a comprehensive national study funded 
by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research1. Alberta’s alcohol policy strengths and 
weaknesses are highlighted in comparison with other provinces and specific 
recommendations for improvement are provided. The objective of this project is to 
encourage greater uptake of these practices and thereby improve public health and safety 
in Canada. 
  
Alcohol is widely consumed and enjoyed by many Albertans. Alcohol sales increased by 
5.7% between 2011 and 2012 with more than two billion dollars’ worth of beer, spirits 
and wine sold in the province last year alone (Stats Can, 2013).  However, alcohol 
consumption also 
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Results 
 
1. Pricing 
 
Summary: Alberta was ranked sixth out of the 10 provinces on the extent to which 
alcohol pricing policies were assessed as consistent with public health objectives. 
Systematic reviews identify alcohol pricing as having the strongest evidence of 
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Figure 3 

 
   
         
4. Drinking and Driving  
 
Summary: Alberta ranked eighth out of the 10 provinces on drinking and driving 
policies. Alcohol-related collisions remain one of the leading sources of alcohol-related 
deaths and injuries in Canada (Lim, Vos, Flaxman, Danaei et al., 2012). To effectively 
reduce alcohol-related collision rates, provinces should implement a comprehensive three 
year graduated licensing program, sanctions for impaired drivers and remedial programs 
for repeat offenders (Solomon, Cardy, Noble et al., 2012).  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Ranking: Drinking 
and Driving 

Rank Prov. Weighted Score 
/12 

1 BC 6.20 
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Promising Practices: The AGLC produces warning signs that licensees can voluntarily 
display in their establishments. These warning signs include messages about drinking and 
driving, drinking during pregnancy 
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Conclusion 
 
Extensive international and national research has pointed to alcohol policies as being 
central to controlling and reducing the harm from alcohol and its associated costs to 
society. This bulletin summarizes the current state of alcohol policy in Alberta relative to 
best practices and other Canadian provinces. It highlights current policy strengths in 
Alberta and points to future opportunities where further actions can be undertaken, and 
which policies can be modified or enhanced. While ranking 5th place overall, Alberta has 
only reached 47.4% of the ideal score, suggesting there are still significant areas for 
improvement.  In addition, Alberta was placed 6th and 7th in terms of performance in 
relation to the two most important policies from a public health and safety perspective: 
alcohol pricing and the system of regulatory control. It is hoped that this review will act 
as a catalyst to facilitate discu
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