AlcoholAttributable Crime In British Columbia

INTRODUCTION

Multiple studies show that ncreases in alcohol access lead to elevated rates of both violent and
amenity crimes?-3 Theseoffenceshave high and avoidable trauma and legal related costs for sety
and its individuals# As such, understanding the magnitude of offences is an important step toward

developing preventative alcohol policy.

METHODS

Estimates of British Columbia’salcohol-attributed crimes were made by applying Pernanels et. al?
“etiological fractions” (i.e., the proportions that are likely causedby alcohol). These conservative

estimates are made from a survey of Canadian prison inmates. They estimated that approximately

28% of violent crimes, 11% of gainful
crimes, and 35% of other criminal code
offenceswere committed under the
influence of alcohol.Proportioning BCs
police-reported criminal offence data
published by the BC Ministry of Justice
and StatisticsCanadd respectively,
alcoholrelated incident counts were
established for the years 2002 to 2012.

RESULTS

The results suggest that in 2012 alone,
17,888 violent crimes, 23,954 property
crimes, and 26,439 other criminal codes
were alcoholrelated. Over a decade,
between 2002 and 2011, these
proportions translated to 211,683 violent
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crimes, 322,334 property crimes, and 273,077 other criminal code offences. The enormity of the
estimates presents a considerable burden of economic costs and victimization for British

Columbians. Limiting alcohol access through alcohol minimum pricing, hours of trading, and alcohol

outlet densities should be considred viable options for crime prevention.
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