Instructional Outline
for Social Studies 8

A Downside to the Printing Ress?

History nugget

Prior to the invention of the printing press in 1440, originals and copies of books about drugs (and every
other topic) were laboriously written down by hand. This was no easy task given the length of some of the
world’s classic medical and science texts such asvo&ufive encyclopedia of herbal mediched]ateria

Medica, penned by Pedanius Dioscorides betw&eCBO

After the printing press became more mainstream, information about alcohol (and other drugs) flowed more
freely and easily, as did the alcohol itself. For example, in 1512 CE, Hieronymus Braunschwéiggublished
BigBoolonDistillatiarSoon afterwardidilling alcohol moved from the realm of monasteries and

apothecaries to include artisans and merchants. An alcohol industry was being born. This was followed by a
rise in alcohol consumption.

In reading Shakespeare's plays, one can see a possiblenm@ndedbe late 1500s, the characters in his
plays echo the Renaissance view of wine as pleasant and inviting. In the plays written after 1600, the negative
effects of alghol consumption are portrayed.

1. Brainstorm with students a list of ways in which the printing press contributed to positive human activity
and ways it may have contributed to negative outcomes. You might ask students if technological
inventions such as the printing press are a blessing or a curse and have them explain their responses.

2. Have students prepare a presentation comparing and contrasting the contributions of the printing press
and the internet to human cultural development (or drug use in particular).

3. Have students write a paper answering the question: Does technology shape people or do people shape
technology?

Curricular competencies
x Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to: ask questions; gather, interpret and analyze ideas;
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