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socializing and escaping economic hardships resulting from competition in the international sugar trade, 
which in turn led to more focus on rum. 

A new faith emerged in Jamaica in the 1930s following the divine coronation of Ethiopian Emperor Haile 
Selassie I (Ras Tafari) and in the wake of official prohibition. Like Obeah and Voodoo before it, this new 
faith was a blending of various traditions, this time drawn heavily from Judaism, Ethiopian Christianity and 
Islam. Like these faiths, Rastafari includes a strong prophetic tradition concerned with social justice and the 
living conditions of the poor. Rum was now identified as “an agent of death” and a means of keeping people 
enslaved to an evil economic and political system. 
Sources: Smith, F. H. (2005). Caribbean rum: A social and economic history. Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida. 

Instructional strategies 

1. Share the handout with the class, and then facilitate a class discussion about the intersection of alcohol, 
religion, cultural identity and values

http://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/cisur/assets/docs/iminds/rum-spirits-handout.pdf
http://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/cisur/assets/docs/iminds/rum-spirits-handout.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrY9eHkXTa4
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