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A new faith emerged in Jamaica in the 1930s following the divine coronation of Ethiopian Emperor Haile 
Selassie I (Ras Tafari) and in the wake of official prohibition. Like Obeah and Voodoo before it, this new 
faith was a blending of various traditions, this time drawn heavily from Judaism, Ethiopian Christianity and 
Islam. Like these faiths, Rastafari includes a strong prophetic tradition concerned with social justice and the 
living conditions of the poor. Rum was now identified as “an agent of death” and a means of keeping people 
enslaved to an evil economic and political system. 

Sources: Smith, F. H. (2005). Caribbean rum: A social and economic history. Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida. 

 

 

Redemption Song 
by Bob Marley 

Old pirates, yes, they rob I; 
Sold I to the merchant ships, 
Minutes after they took I 
From the bottomless pit. 
But my hand was made strong 
By the 'and of the Almighty. 
We forward in this generation 
Triumphantly. 
 
Won't you help to sing 
These songs of freedom? 
'Cause all I ever have: 
Redemption songs; 
Redemption songs. 
 
Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery; 
None but ourselves can free our minds. 
Have no fear for atomic energy, 
'Cause none of them can stop the time. 
How long shall they kill our prophets, 
While we stand aside and look? Ooh! 
Some say it's just a part of it: 
We've got to fulfill de book. 
 

Won't you help to sing 
These songs of freedom? 
'Cause all I ever have: 
Redemption songs; 
Redemption songs; 
Redemption songs. 
 
[Guitar break] 
 
Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery; 
None but ourselves can free our mind. 
Wo! Have no fear for atomic energy, 
'Cause none of them-a can-a stop-a the time. 
How long shall they kill our prophets, 
While we stand aside and look? 
Yes, some say it's just a part of it: 
We've got to fulfill de book. 
 
Won't you help to sing 
Dese songs of freedom? 
'Cause all I ever had: 
Redemption songs 
All I ever had: 
Redemption songs: 
These songs of freedom, 
Songs of freedom. 
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