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Material Wealth and Gambling 

Gambling behaviours and patterns can be impacted by many different factors, including our socio-economic 
background. Our relationshi nequality in Canada

 video and encourage students to think critically about the issues 

  

Then divide the class into small groups and give each group 25 sticky notes. Invite the students to draw 
the ideal wealth distribution for their community (similar to that shown in the video for Canada). On a 
sheet of paper or section of a white board, they should identify five columns to divide the community 
into five groups from the lowest 20% to the highest 20% in terms of wealth. Encourage the students to 
think critically about the distribution of the 25 sticky notes (each sticky note represents 4% of the wealth 
in their community). Then have groups compare their distributions and discuss the issue. Close this 
section of the lesson with the following questions: 

d. What do you think creates or contributes to the high level of wealth inequality in Canada?  
e. How do you think wealth inequality could be reduced? Discuss different strategies. 

2. The lottery and other forms of gambling are sometimes viewed as a “regressive tax on the poor” because 
people in the lower economic classes of society spend more money (proportionally to their income) on 
gambling than their more affluent counterparts. One research study found that, “Those who lack 
autonomy and express feelings of futility about their everyday routines spend significantly more money 
on lottery tickets” (Beckert & Lutter, 2012). Based on this information, facilitate a class discussion with 
questions such as: 

a. Why do you think low-income people spend more money on lottery tickets (proportional to their 
income) than higher-income people?  

b. Do you think it is related to feelings of powerlessness and futility as suggested by Beckert and 
Lutter? Why or why not? If so, what impact might this have on low-income people who gamble? 

c. How are low-income people and low-income communities affected by gambling and gambling 
policies? Are they affected differently than people who have more money or who live in 
wealthier communities? How so?
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