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As markets extend their reach into society, governments extend their ability to manipulate social life in support of them, 
however much dislocation and addiction may result.  The governments of rich countries employ carefully engineered techniques 
to keep people buying, selling, working, borrowing, lending, consuming, moving, learning, immigrating, reproducing, and 
saving in ways that seem to maximally benefit the markets, increase gross domestic product, and support the latest economic 
“recovery.” 
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This resource was developed by the Centre for Addictions Research of BC with funding provided by the BC Responsible & 
Problem Gambling Program.  Any views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of 
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• Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational (focused on connectedness, on 
reciprocal relationships, and a sense of place)  

• Learning involves recognizing the consequences of one’s actions 
• Learning requires exploration of one’s identity  

English Language Arts 11 
Big ideas 
• The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas about identity, 

others, and the world 
• Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed 
• Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be educated and engaged citizens 

Competencies 
• Apply appropriate strategies in a variety of contexts to comprehend written, oral, visual, and multimodal 

texts; guide inquiry; and extend thinking 
• Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to explore ideas within, between, and beyond texts 
• Recognize personal, social, and cultural contexts, as well as values and perspectives in texts, including 

race, culture, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, place 
• Construct meaningful personal connections between self, text, and world 
• Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways 
• Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build shared understanding and 

extend thinking 
• Demonstrate speaking and listening skills in a variety of formal and informal contexts for a range of 

purposes 
• Select and apply an appropriate spoken language format for an intended purpose 
• 
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