
http://historicalspotlight.com/the-whiskey-rebellion-2/
http://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/cisur/assets/docs/iminds/drug-whisky-hdt.pdf
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4. Have students research the whisky tax and compare that to how governments tax alcohol, tobacco and 
other commodities today. Suggest they address the following questions: 

a. In what ways are the whisky tax and modern alcohol taxes similar? Different? 
b. How are the taxes from alcohol and tobacco used today? Do you think the taxes are fair? Why or 

why not? 
c. Would legalizing and taxing marijuana help the government fund more services for Canadians? 

Would this be fair? Why or why not? 
d. Would it be fair to tax alcohol, tobacco and marijuana in order to raise money to fight the “war 

on drugs”? 

Drug literacy  

Big idea 
• As humans, both individually and as communities, we need to learn how to manage the drugs in our lives 

Competencies 
• Assess the complex ways in which drugs impact the health and wellbeing of individuals, communities and 

societies  
• Recognize binary constructs (e.g., good vs bad) and assess their limitation in addressing complex social 

issues like drug use  
• Recognize how official responses to drugs may have less to do with the drug than with other factors   
• Develop social and communication skills in addressing discourse and behaviour related to drugs  

For a complete look at the drug literacy competencies, as defined by the Centre for Addictions Research of 
BC, see: www.uvic.ca/research/centres/cisur/assets/docs/iminds/hs-pp-drug-curriculum.pdf 

Links to Curriculum 

First Peoples’ principles of learning  
• Learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self, the family, the community, the land, the spirits, 

and the ancestors  
• Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational (focused on connectedness, on 

reciprocal relationships, and a sense of place) 
• Learning involves recognizing the consequences of one’s actions 
• Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story 

Social Justice 12  
Big ideas 
• Individual worldviews shape and inform the understanding of social justice issues 
• The causes of social injustice are complex and have lasting impacts on society 

Competencies 
• Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and 

communicate findings and decisions 
• Assess and compare the significance of people, places, events, or developments at particular times and 

places, and determine what is revealed about issues of social justice in the past and present  (significance)  
• Ask questions and corroborate inferences about the content, origins, purposes and context of multiple 

http://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/cisur/assets/docs/iminds/hs-pp-drug-curriculum.pdf


 
Instructional Outline  

  
     

This resource was developed by the Centre for Addictions Research of BC with funding provided by the Government of Canada.  Any views 
expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Government of Canada or the Centre for 
Addictions Research of BC. 

www.iminds.ca 2016 – Permission to copy or adapt for educational purposes Page 3 

   
 

• Determine and assess the long and short term causes and consequences of an event, legislative and 
judicial decision, development, policy, and movement (cause and consequence) 

• Explain different perspective on past and present people, places, issues and events and distinguish 
between worldviews of the past or present (perspective) 

• Recognize implicit and explicit ethical judgments in a variety of sources (ethical judgment) 
• Make reasoned ethical judgments about controversial actions in the past and present after considering the 

context and standards of right and wrong (ethical judgment) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


	

