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1971), reflect the struggles of the marginalized inner-city poor who often used alcohol and other drugs to 
cope with harsh conditions.  

Until recently Rodriguez was largely unknown, except in South Africa and a few neighbouring nations where 
people were inspired by his lyrics. Even Rodriguez himself was unaware of his fans and the sale of more than 
500,000 of his records. He worked for decades for low wages as a labourer and advocate for the poor in 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWhWmSIGGVk
http://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/cisur/assets/docs/iminds/drug-rodriguez-hdt.pdf


 

Instructional Outline  

  
 

This resource was developed by the Centre for Addictions Research of BC with funding provided by the Government of Canada.  Any views 
expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Government of Canada or the Centre for 
Addictions Research of BC. 

www.iminds.ca 2016 – Permission to copy or adapt for educational purposes Page 3 

 

3. Have students write a song or other artistic creation—drawing, painting, making a collage, writing a 
story—that somehow explores why people use psychoactive substances (e.g., coffee, cola, tea, 
chocolate, alcohol, tobacco, cannabis). Encourage students to demonstrate real insight into the 
factors that drive use in their communities. Those who are interested may also be encouraged to 
explain what they’ve put into their work and why, how they feel about what they’ve created.  

4. Invite students to consider what they might have thought or done if they’d learned that someone else 
had profited handsomely from the sale of their work. Ask them to dig deep to understand why they 
would react that way and to consider what their reactions might say about what they value. 
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