
 
Instructional Outline 

for Social Studies 9 

    

 

 and brainstorm about the positions that the various 
parties (colonial officials, fur traders, merchants, indigenous trappers, Moravian missionaries) might have 
toward alcohol and its role in the fur trade. What arguments might they offer in support of their 
positions? Have the class act out a mock negotiation between the various positions. 

2. Have students compare and contrast the perspective of Thomas (the indigenous man in the excerpt) to 
the argument made by the New York merchants, and consider the factors that influenced the two 
perspectives (e.g., socio-economic status, social capital, culture, religion, education). 
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