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An Alliance Betrayed  

A short history of Treaty 7 

On September 12, 1877, Chief Crowfoot of the Siksika tribe (Blackfoot) along with chiefs from other tribes 
signed Treaty 7 along the banks of the Bow River in Southern Alberta. According to the Canadian 
Encyclopedia, “Aboriginal treaties in Canada are constitutionally recognized agreements between the Crown 
and Aboriginal people.” Commissioner David Laird, few days before the signing, commented: 

"In a very few years, the buffalo will probably be all destro that, in exchange for giving up their land, the tribes would have the right to hunt and trap on the 
“t ract surrendered,” the First Nations people would be taught how to grow grain and raise catt001 Tw [u8.6(0 Tc 0 Tw 1.967 i04 Tw 7.174 t36 0.003 Tw [(w)0.9(o)-3.8(ut)6 )10t Tc 01on
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ii. How might it relate to the experience of the Blackfoot people?  
iii. What do you think Willie Dunn means by using the word “hypocrisy”?  

2. Have students read the Dictionary of Canadian Biography article, Isapo-muxika (Crowfoot) by Hugh 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/isapo_muxika_11E.html
http://www.cbc.ca/history/EPISCONTENTSE1EP10CH2PA1LE.html

	A short history of Treaty 7
	Instructional strategies
	Curricular competencies (Social Studies 9)
	Drug literacy objectives

