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3. Project or handout copies of the Selected 
Passages handout. Give students time to review 
the document and then, in small groups or as a 
class, invite them to discuss using questions like:

• The passages re�ect how a judge, police chief, 
and doctor talked about cannabis a century 
ago. How does that compare to how authorities 
talk about cannabis today? What does this tell 
us about North American society and values? 
How can we explain these changes?

• The Black Candle was a best-seller, and its 
contents were published earlier in a series 
of Mclean’s magazine articles. How might 
Murphy’s ideas about cannabis have in�uenced 
the lack of debate in government about 
criminalizing cannabis? Have ideas in more 
recent media had any in�uence on government 
debate about cannabis legalization? Explain.

• Consider the emphasis on “them not us” in 
the passages. How is “otherness” related to 
stigma? Can you think of other examples of 
“otherness” in our society? What is the impact 
of “otherness” on individuals and society?

4. 
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Competencies

 �9 Recognize binary constructs (e.g., good vs 
bad) and assess their limitation in addressing 
complex social issues like drug use

 �9 Recognize how of�cial responses to drugs may 
have less to do with the drug than with other 
factors

 �9 Develop social and communication skills in 
addressing discourse and behaviour related 
to drugs

Links to Curriculum

Social Studies 10

Big ideas

 �9 The development of political institutions is 
in�uenced by economic, social, ideological, and 
geographic factors

 �9 Worldviews lead to different perspectives and 
ideas about developments in Canadian society

 �9 Historical and contemporary injustices 
challenge the narrative and identity of Canada 
as an inclusive, multicultural society

Competencies

 �9 Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills 
to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze 
ideas; and communicate �ndings and decisions

 �9 Assess the signi�cance of people, places, 
events, or developments, and compare varying 
perspectives on their signi�cance at particular 
times and places, and from group to group 
(signi�cance)

 �9 Assess the justi�cation for competing accounts 
after investigating points of contention, reliability 
of sources, and adequacy of evidence, including 
data (evidence)

 �9 Assess how underlying conditions and the 
actions of individuals or groups in�uence 
events, decisions, or developments, and 
analyze multiple consequences (cause and 
consequence)

 �9 Explain and infer different perspectives on 
past or present people, places, issues, or 
events by considering prevailing norms, values, 
worldviews, and beliefs (perspective)

 �9 Make reasoned ethical judgments about 
actions in the past and present, and assess 
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Heroin and codeine also proscribed
One reason that no one in Parliament asked about or 
challenged the addition of marijuana to the schedule 
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Murphy herself is best remembered as one of the 
Famous Five, from the celebrated “persons case” 
— that women qualify as persons for the purpose 
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