
Aug 22, 2022 
 
Hon. Carolyn Bennett 
Minister of Mental Health and Addictions, House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  K1A 0A6 
mhaminister.ministresmd@hc-sc.gc.ca 

Dear Minister Bennett, 
 
I am grateful to know that we have a current Federal G
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did know, they would decrease their consumption.  Further evidence shows that stronger alcohol policies 
result in decreased cancers downstream (Naimi, 2019).   
 
Canadians are substantially higher than global average consumers of alcohol and consumption has increased 
during the pandemic. Many people continue to think alcohol is good for their heart-health due to industry 
misdirection.  To the contrary, alcohol increases risk of atrial fibrillation, hypertension and cardiomyopathy.  
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Fawaad Iqbal   MD FRCPC 
Durham Regional Cancer Centre 
 
Cc:  Hon. Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Health 

Jennifer Saxe - Director General, Controlled Substances Directorate, Health Canada 

Dr. Alika Lafontaine ʹ President, Canadian Medical Association via Stephen Vail, Director, Policy 

 

Cosigners: 

Name Province Area of Practice 

Leta Forbes MD FRCPC 
Medical Oncologist and Provincial Head Systemic Treatment 
Ontario Health – Cancer Care Ontario 

ON Medical Oncology 

Jonathan C Irish MD MSc FRCSC FACS 
Vice President, Clinical, Cancer Programs, Ontario Health-
Cancer Care Ontario 
Head, Division of Head and Neck Oncology and 
Reconstructive Surgery, University of Toronto 
Professor, Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery, University of Toronto 

ON Surgical Oncology 

Eric Yoshida OBC, MD, MHSc, FRCP(C), FACP, FACG, 
FCAHS, FAASLD 

BC Gastroenterology / Liver 
Transplant 

Peter TW Kim MD, MSc, FRCSC, FACS.  
Liver transplant/hepatopancreatobilary Surgeon. 



Vladimir Marquez



Philip Wright MD FRCPC SK Radiation Oncology 

John A Staples, MD FRCPC MPH 
General Internal Medicine, Vancouver General Hospital 

BC Internal Medicine 

Andrea Crespo BSc, BScPhm, RPh, BCOP 
Senior Pharmacist 
Systemic Treatment Program 

Ontario Health (Cancer Care Ontario) 

ON Pharmacy 

Rama Koneru MD FRCPC ON Medical Oncology 

Amin Kay   MD FRCPC ON Medical Oncology 

Shannon Bourke BHSc, MHS 
Regional Manager, Central East Regional Cancer Program 
Cancer Screening & Prevention, Indigenous Cancer 
Program 

ON Cancer Screening & 
Prevention 

Cathy Slevin OT Reg. (Ont.), MHA  
Director, Regional Program,Lakeridge Health 

ON Director, Central East Regional 
Cancer Program 

Inara Chacon Fonseca  MD FRCPC ON Clinical Genetics 

Neera Jeyabalan   MD FRCPC ON Medical Oncology 

Benjamin Cadesky  MD FRCPC  ON Internal Medicine 

Julia Jones   MD FRCSC ON Surgical Oncology 

Jimmy Mui  MD FRCPC ON Radiation Oncology 

Jenna Adleman   MD FRCPC ON Radiation Oncology 

Kristine Chan  MD CCFP ON Hospitalist 

Eva Cheng   MD CCFP ON Hospitalist 

Mustafa Khan  MD FRCPC ON Radiology 

Joel Broomfield  MD FRCPC ON Radiation Oncology 

Ilana Kopolovic  MD FRCPC ON Hematology/Oncology 

Zishan Allibhai   MD FRCPC ON Radiation Oncology 

Christiaan Stevens   MD FRCPC ON Radiation Oncology 

Samuel Lee MD FRCPC FAASLD AB Hepatology 

Robert Mitchell BSc MD FRCPC BC Hepatology 

Uqba Rashid M.B.A., B.Sc. (Hons.)  
Clinical and Business Manager 

 




