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Private store data 
Prices•for•products•available•in•private•stores•were•obtained•
via•a•systematic•survey•of•the•whole•province•which•resulted•
in•a•random•sample•of•150•private•stores•distributed•across•all•
geographic•regions.•The•sampling•strategy•involved•selecting•
at•random•two•private•liquor•stores•from•each•of•the•89•local•
health•areas•(LHA’s)•in•BC•and•then•approaching•them•variously•
by•telephone,•in•person•or•through•the•mail•to•complete•a•short•
questionnaire•about•prices•on•the•day•of•the•interview•for•a•“basket”•
of•popular•alcoholic•beverages•which•also•included•one•lower•
alcohol•content•beer.•The•bulk•of•surveys•were•completed•between•
July•and•September,•with•a•very•small•number•in•June•and•October•
2010.•Some•LHA’s•had•less•than•two•private•liquor•stores.•In•LHA’s•
where•there•was•a•refusal•one•further•store•was•identified•and•
approached.•This•resulted•in•a•total•of•178•eligible•stores,•giving•a•
response•rate•of•84%.•Comparative•prices•for•the•specific•products•
used•in•the•basket•of•goods•were•obtained•from•the•BC•)

http://www.bcliquorstores.com
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Results 

The price of alcohol
As•shown•in•Table•2,•the•cheapest•form•of•alcohol•out•of•all•
products•available•in•BC•government•liquor•
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