
stores between July and October 2010. 

•• Minimum prices in both government and 
private liquor stores were lower for some 

products than official minimum prices. 

•• Alcohol had the lowest minimum price at 58 
cents for a standard drink, though hazardous 

forms of non-beverage alcohol (antifreeze, 
rubbing alcohol and mouthwash) were still 

cheaper.

•• Other estimated lowest prices were $1.07 for a 
small joint of cannabis, $1.25 for half a tablet of 

ecstasy, $2.57 for 0.075 g of crack, $3.33 for •
0.1 g of cocaine, $4.00 for 0.1 g of crystal meth 

and $8 for 0.1 g of heroin.

•• The lowest price for exceeding national low risk 
drinking guidelines on a single day was $2.32 

for a woman (4+ standard drinks) and $2.80 for 

a man (5+ standard drinks). 

•• Lowest prices for five “standard doses” of illicit 
substances were estimated to be: $5.35 for 

cannabis, $6.25 for ecstasy, $12.85 for crack, 
$16.67 for cocaine, $20 for crystal meth and 

$40 for heroin. 

•• Cannabis had the lowest median price of $1.87 
for a small joint (0.25 g) f•
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Introduction

This CARBC bulletin contrasts minimum, median and maximum 
prices for a range of different psychoactive substances with a 
focus on “standard doses” of alcohol and six commonly used 
illicit substances available for sale on the streets of Victoria and 
Vancouver. The price and availability of alcohol and other drugs 
are critical in determining their level of use in society, the extent 
of hazardous use and the prevalence of harmful outcomes (Babor 
et al, 2010, a and b). Another context for this exercise is a recent 
Lancet report providing assessments of the relative harmfulness of 
20 psychoactive drugs (Nutt et al, 2010). Placing particular weight 
on harm to individual users and those around them, alcohol 
was rated the most harmful followed by heroin, crack cocaine 
and methamphetamine (crystal meth). Powder cocaine (ranked 
5), cannabis (ranked 8) and ecstasy (ranked 16) are the other 
substances considered in this bulletin. We wish to examine how 
alcohol and other drug prices relate to their potential harmfulness. 

Local data are reported on numbers of deaths, presentations to 
addictions treatment agencies and hospitalisations each year 
in British Columbia as part of the BC Alcohol and Other Drug 
Monitoring Project (Stockwell et al, 2009a; www.AODmonitoring.
ca). For example, according Tj“/Span<</ActualText<FEFF0020>>> BDC “(•)Tj“EMC “[(dea0>>> BDC “(•)Tj“EMC “[(al)11(,)]TJ“/Span<</Actual[TJ“/Span<</Acpan<</Acpan<</Acpan<</Acpan<</AcTm“[)cteoh

http://www.AODmonitoring.ca
http://www.AODmonitoring.ca
http://www.carbc.ca/AODMonitoring/ResearchComponents/GeneralPopulationSurveys.aspx
http://www.carbc.ca/AODMonitoring/ResearchComponents/GeneralPopulationSurveys.aspx
http://www.carbc.ca/AODMonitoring/ResearchComponents/MortalityMorbidity.aspx
http://www.carbc.ca/AODMonitoring/ResearchComponents/MortalityMorbidity.aspx
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Private store data 
Prices for products available in private stores were obtained 
via a systematic survey of the whole province which resulted 
in a random sample of 150 private stores distributed across all 
geographic regions. The sampling strategy involved selecting 
at random two private liquor stores from each of the 89 local 
health areas (LHA’s) in BC and then approaching them variously 
by telephone, in person or through the mail to complete a short 
questionnaire about prices on the day of the interview for a “basket” 
of popular alcoholic beverages which also included one lower 
alcohol content beer. The bulk of surveys were completed between 
July and September, with a very small number in June and October 
2010. Some LHA’s had less than two private liquor stores. In LHA’s 
where there was a refusal one further store was identified and 
approached. This resulted in a total of 178 eligible stores, giving a 
response rate of 84%. Comparative prices for the specific products 
used in the basket of goods were obtained from the BC )

http://www.bcliquorstores.com
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Results 

The price of alcohol
As shown in Table 2, the cheapest form of alcohol out of all 
products available in BC government liquor 



Centre for Addictions Research of BC

The price of getting high, stoned and drunk in BC: A comparison of minimum prices for alcohol and other psychoactive substances

5

There are a 
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