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Conference: Human Security in Southeast Asia  

25-26 April 2024 

University of Victoria 

 

Summary of the Discussion 

by Ratana Ly, University of Victoria & Joshua Lee, Okanagan College 

The conference on Human Security in Southeast Asia was convened on 25-26 April 2024 at the University of Victoria (UVic) by the 

Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives (CAPI), in partnership with the Canada and the Asia Pacific Policy Project (CAPPP). The two-day 

conference consisted of a graduate student forum, keynote addresses, a roundtable, and panel discussions.  

 

Day 1 

 

As the event began, the CAPI’s Director and Professor at the UVic Faculty of Law, Victor V. Ramraj, welcomed the participants, 

acknowledging and respecting “the Lək̓ʷəŋən (Songhees and Esquimalt) Peoples on whose territory the university stands, and the 

Lək ̓ʷəŋən and W̱SÁNEĆ  Peoples whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day.”  

 

Pre-conference Graduate Student Forum 

 

Professor Ramraj introduced the moderator of the graduate student forum, who took over and introduced the graduate students and 

their research backgrounds.  

 

The graduate students presented on several themes of human security. A forum member discussed the contestation between 

Indigenization and Internationalization in Canadian higher education. They highlighted systemic issues like microaggressions and 

social isolation that students faced, and they proposed educational reforms through a transcultural framework to balance knowledge 

exchange and incorporate diverse perspectives. Policy changes, such as ensuring institutions' financial sustainability 
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Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 

Professor Ramraj opened the main conference by offering welcoming remarks, introducing himself, and acknowledging and respecting 

the land and elders. He informed the audience that the spectacular National Centre for Indigenous Laws at UVic, which would soon be 

open, has won prestigious architectural awards.  

Professor Ramraj had the pleasure of co-organizing the Conference with Professor Robert Hanlon from Thompson Rivers University, 

who leads the CAPPP. He also thanked colleagues from the University of Alberta and Okanagan College, and the Canadian Defence 

and Security Network, and Phil Calvert, CAPI Senior Research Fellow and former Ambassador to Thailand, Cambodia and Laos. He 

further thanked his CAPI colleagues, especially Noelle Hinrichs and Katie Dey, for their hard work and support in making the 

conference happen. 

He then mentioned that human security is used to shift our attention away from the hard security issues associated with national 

security and defence and towards human issues and the needs of people, such as food and water. What is more complicated is how to 

address these concerns and by whom. It is those questions that drew together students, lead thinkers, civil society, and some other 

stakeholders from diverse disciplines and areas to discuss human security at this conference.  

Professor Hanlon introduced himself, acknowledged and respected the land of his home university, expressed appreciation for the 

opportunity to participate, and welcomed the participants. Canada is no stranger to Southeast Asia, and the conference allowed us to 

discuss the role of non-state actors, ask difficult questions, and redefine human security, such as freedom from fear and freedom from 

want. 

 

 

 

 

 

Keynote Speakers 

 

Professor Ramraj introduced Professor Nadir Hosen, who has extensive knowledge on Syariah and Indonesian law and over 475,000 

followers at X (formerly named Twitter). Professor Andy Knight introduced Professor Siobhan Byrne, her recent books, and her 

expertise in anti-war research.  

The keynote speakers thanked the moderators and discussed food security in Indonesia, gender mainstreaming, and peacebuilding. 

They provided some historical contexts and background information on human security. Traditional security was different from human 

security. The concept of human security, first coined in 1994, sought to showed that the world would not be at peace unless people 

have security, including socio-economic security. Human Security was developed in the Responsibility to Protect Report of the 

International Committee on Intervention and State Sovereignty (R2P). Speakers on the panel also reiterated that the state plays an 

important role, but non-state actors are also important.  

 

Professor Hosen presented Indonesia as a case study. Food security and the availability of rice between 2020 and 2024 was a focus of 

Hosen’s talk. The Ministry of Defense was tasked to implement a national strategic project on food security. The government sought to 

increase rice production in order to depend less on rice imports. That posed several questions: where to get the lands to grow rice, how 

clearing forests to get land affects food security (as forest clearing aggravates flooding) and how to reconcile this with the changing 

traditional local practices and way of life of the indigenous communities. The Indonesian government also offered free lunch program 

as part of the presidential election campaign to address the food crisis. However, assistance programs are often associated with political 

commodities. The success of ensuring food security depends on the actors involved. 

 

Professor Byrne noted the importance of gender equality for peace and to further the goal of human security. Canada’s third National 

Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) was mentioned as an example. Regional actors, scholars in conflict mediation and 
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