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In the summer of 2003 CAPI celebrates its 16th anniversary as the University’s

first interdisciplinary research centre, marking the end of a very busy year. CAPI,
if you will, was “rebranded” this year, as we adopted new colours, redesigned our




CAPI was established in 1987 as an important element of the

University of Victoria’s plan to expand and strengthen its links with
universities and other institutions in the Asia-Pacific region,
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William A. W. Neilson ~ Director
Helen Lansdowne ~ Assistant Director
Heidi Tyedmers ~ Program Officer
Stella Chan ~ Secretary

Executive
Committee

Wi illiam A. W. Neilson (Chair) ~— CAPI
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Leslie Butt ~ Pacific and Asian Studies

Chris Garrett ~ Physics and Astronomy
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Committee advises
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and objectives of the
Centre.
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Vietnam Legal
Reform Assistance
Project (LERAP)

I n June 2002 CAPI was very pleased to learn that our bid to CIDA for a five year legal

assistance project partnered with the Ministry of Justice in Vietnam was successful. CAPI
is the lead contributor of specialist legal expertise in the project and is part of a four member
consortium involving Bearing Point LP, trade lawyer Mark Sills of Fasken Martineau DuMoulin
LLP, and trade economist Murray Sm
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Radhika Desai

Department of ASian
Political Science . .
CAPI Faculty Nationalism

Research Fellow

Project

From Developmental to Cultural Nationalism in Asia?

It is fashionable to suggest that globalization spells the end of the nation state and makes

nationalisms more and more difficult to sustain (e.g. Anderson 1996; Hobsbawm 1996). On a
certain intuitive, but ultimately wrong understanding of what globalization entails, this makes
sense. However, as more discerning commentators argue (Panitch 1998, 2000), states remain
central to the task of constructing the international, regional and national architecture of
globalization. Asian states seem as vigorous and active in the era of globalization as ever, and nor
do Asian nationalisms show any signs of decline.

These are nationalisms of a new type. Whereas through most of the 20th century, nationalisms in
Asia were pitted against colonialism, semi-colonialism or Communism and emphasized
developmental matters, today’s Asian nationalisms tend to be preoccupied with issues of identity,
whether religious, ethnic or cultural. “Asian Values”, “Hindutva”, “Confucianism” and
“Nihonjinron”, and a variety of complex intermeshings of national identity mixed with Islamism,
define the new resurgent nationalisms.

With the support of CAPI, and along with a major SSHRC grant (and matching funds from UVic) Dr.
Desai aims through this project, to explore issues of Asian nationalism, particularly in the age of
the War on Terrorism. The first segment of the project will consist of a two day workshop on
October 3 and 4, 2003 featuring contributions from outstanding scholars from across Asia. This
workshop will be opened by eminent historian Dr. Romila Thapar presenting the distinguished Lam
Lecture on October 2, 2003.

A second workshop will be held in October 2004 to critically discuss and coordinate the results of
the new research. One of the chief research outcomes of this project will be the development of a
new comparative approach to studying Asian, nationalism and assessing its implications for the
future of Asia and for world politics in the 21" century. These research advances will be complied
into a volume of articles written by the contributors to the project. In addition to this, a set of
teaching materials and methods will be developed along with a permanent interactive website to
service a world-wide network of scholars focused on Asia. Finally, radio and TV news and documentary
programming based on the workshops, and special interviews aimed at the general public will

make a direct contribution to public awareness and understanding of the subject.

To learn more about CAPI's Program

Initiatives visit our website at:
www.capi.uvic.ca




CAPI's International Internship Program for students was launched
in November 2002 with the first CAPI interns arriving in their
placements in Spring 2003. This exciting new program was created in
recognition of the fact that students are increasingly turning to the
field of international development as a potential area for future
employment, a field that requires not only academic credentials but
also practical experience. CAPI's internships will not only allow
students to apply what they have learned and to gain some "on the
job" experience, but will also give them a step up in the increasingly
competitive job market.

CAPIl's internship program offers students the opportunity to work
with non-governmental organizations in developing countries in the
Asia-Pacific region for a period of four to eight months. The program
looks after all of the basic expenses associated with the internship
including travel costs and a basic allowance for accommodation and
food. While the key focus of the program is to offer young people
valuable international work experience, CAPI also recognizes that
research opportunities, network building, and language training are
also significant benefits that the interns will derive through
participation in the program. Host organizations also benefit by
having a talented and energetic young person join their team for a few
months.

In this inaugural year, CAPI received a significant number of highly
competitive applications from UVic students (both graduate and
undergraduate) with an interest in the Asia-Pacific region. After an
extensive recruitment and selection process, three exceptional
interns were selected in December 2002. Joanna Wong, a fourth year




Communities iIn

Southeast Asia:
Challenges and Responses

Edited by Helen Lansdowne, Philip Dearden
and William Neilson

The papers in this volume are selected contributions to

the Joint Northwest Regional Consortium for Southeast
Asian Studies and the Canadian Council for Southeast
Asian Students Conference held at the University of
Victoria from October 25 to 27, 2001. Topics range from
environmental and resource management issues, to
minority rights, gender and governance.

ISBN 1-55058-260-7
Cost: $39.95

Jakarta at a G

Point
Fiction, Essays and a
Post-Suharto E

Cost: $16.

To learn more about CAPI's Publications
visit our website at: www.capi.uvic.ca
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CAPI Brown
Bag Lecture
Series

Wednesday September 25, 2002

Dr. sandra Fotos

School of Economics, Senshu
University, Tokyo, Japan and
Visiting Scholar, Department of





http://www.capi.uvic.ca/contact_us.htm

CAPI
Research
Roundtables




Changing Japanese
Identities in
Multicultural Canada

West China
Development
Conference
An International Conference hosted by CAPI from March 6 to 8, 2003

This international, multidisciplinary Conference attracted over 60 scholars, policy-makers and

development practitioners from universities and institutions in China, Australia, Canada, France, India,
Hong Kong, Singapore, and the United States. The Conference was opened with the distinguished Lam

Lecture on the evening of March 6, featuring Dwight Perkins, the Harold Hitchings Burbank Professor of
Political Economy at
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CAPI Annual
Asia-Pacific
Service
Award




Joseph Kess

Department of Linguistics

CAPI Chair in Japan and Asia-Pacific
Relations

S. Yokoyama, E. Long, Y. Kumagai, J. Yonda,
and J. F. Kess. 2 3= & (> - L
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Neilson, Howell & Souichirou, X

“Intellectual Property Rights in
Competition Law and Policy: Attempts in
Canada and Japan to Acheve a
Reconciliation”, Washington University
Global Studies Law Review 323-412
(2002)

Neilson “Competition Laws for Asian
Transitional Economies: Adaptation to
Local Legal Cultures”, forthcoming in *
Legal Change in Developing Asian States’,
ed. T. Lindsey (Sydney : Federation Press,
2003)
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Visit CAPI online at www.capi.uvic.ca

CAPI's website contains up-to-date information on all of our work including:
Events ~ Find out about upcoming conferences, lectures and student events
Opportunities ~ Find information and application forms for all of CAPI's
competitions and awards, as well as postings for Visitorships and

Professorships

People ~ Learn about CAPI's staff and Executive, as well as our extensive
network of Associates and Advisors

Programs ~ Find details on all of CAPI's programs and student initiatives,
including our international projects and our student internship program

Publicativ‘ls ~ View, order or download CAPI's publications including Af _-

a5 ¢ our Annual Report, as well as our growing list of publications and
Occasional Papers
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Fraser Building, Room 131
University of Victoria

PO Box 1700 STN CSC

Victoria British Columbia V8W 2Y2
Canada

Tel 250.721.7020

Fax 250.721.3107
Email capi@uvic.ca
Web www.capi.uvic.ca
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