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Mercury Thermometer Exchange Program 
 
Over the summer of 2013, OHSE in conjunction with the Sciences facilitated a mercury thermometer exchange program: 

 

 
 The goal was to remove the majority of mercury thermometers from the 

science labs, reducing risk to human health and environmental exposures 

related to broken thermometers. 
 

 Over 325

al. 
 

r o l o g i ca l r eason  t o  e m p l o y  m e r c u r y  t h e r m o m e t e r s  for  a n y a pp l i c a tio n .  

 F ah r en h eit c h ose  m e r c u r y  b ec au s e  it g a ve  mo r e p r ec i s e  r ea d i ng s  ov e r  a w i d e r  r a ng e 

 t ha n the a l c oh ol  m ix he  used in  h is fi r s t  th e r m o me t e r . A n d  n ow, t hr ee ce n t u r ies  

 lat e r ,  ma n y p eo p le ass ume  t ha t  H g  th e r m o m e t e r s  must  be t h e  ult i mate  b en ch m a r k  

 f o r  t emp e r a t u r e  because the specifications for some procedures and processes in 

 commerce and industry still refer to mercury analog instruments. Non-mercury 

 thermometers are as precise and work just as well!  
 

Alan Taylor (Senior Lab Instructor Chemistry) exchanged 30 Hg thermometers for saf
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http://www.ohs.uvic.ca/

