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Keywords: Questions concerning this Bulletin should be addressed to: 
 

1. Pleasure Craft AMSD Transport Canada 

2. Non-Pleasure Craft  Marine Safety and Security 

3. Small Vessel Compliance Program (SVCP)  Tower C, Place de Ville 
330 Sparks Street, 11th Floor 

  Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0N8 

 

Contact us at: marinesafety-securitemaritime@tc.gc.ca or 1-855-859-3123 (Toll Free). 
 

 

 

mailto:marinesafety-securitymaritime@tc.gc.ca
http://www.tc.gc.ca/ssb-bsn
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What you need to know 

In Canada, vessels are defined and regulated by how they’re used. This can make it hard to 

know if a vessel is a pleasure craft or not, since many vessels are used for both work (non- 

pleasure) and pleasure. 

Is your vessel a pleasure craft or a non-pleasure craft? 

Examples of renting and hiring pleasure craft and non-pleasure craft  

What’s a pleasure craft? 
 

• Any vessel used only for pleasure (cruising, water sports, fishing), or hanging out with 
family and friends 

• This includes vessels used to fish for yourself (not for catching and selling fish) or 
daily activities (like driving your boat to work) 

 
If you’re using the vessel for anything other than just pleasure, it’s a non-pleasure craft. This 

means that you need to follow the non-pleasure craft rules in the Canada Shipping Act, 2001 

and related regulations. 

 
You can hire a captain or crew to operate a pleasure craft, but only if you use it for pleasure. 

Regardless of whether you own or rent your boat, you’re the only person who can hire and 

fire a captain and crew. 
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https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/non-pleasure-vessel-pleasure-craft
https://www.laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-10.15/
https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/migrated/tp_511e.pdf
https://www.laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-10.15/
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Who’s a passenger, who’s a guest? 

 

Canadian law defines a: 

• “guest” as someone on a pleasure craft, but doesn’t own or rent the pleasure craft; and 

• “passenger” as someone on a non-pleasure craft that isn’t the master, crew, or working 

on the vessel 

 

https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/small-commercial-vessel-safety-guide-tp-14070-e-2010
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-inspection-certification/voluntary-compliance-programs-commercial-recreational-vessels
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2021-135/page-1.html#h-1298587
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/general-faq#def
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2021-135/page-1.html#h-1298587
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NOTE: non-pleasure vessels are often referred to as “commercial vessels”. 

 

https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/proof-competency-recreational-boaters
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/operator-card-pcoc-faq
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation-regions
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation-regions
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation-regions
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-licensing-registration/canadian-register-vessels
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-licensing-registration/canadian-register-vessels
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Annex 1: Examples of renting and hiring pleasure craft and non-pleasure craft 

 
Examples of renting and hiring pleasure craft 

 

Situation Why is the vessel a “pleasure craft”? 

You rent or hire a vessel from a company or 
owner and only use it for fun. No master or crew 
are hired. 

You only use the vessel for fun. Canadian law is 
based on how you use the vessel, not how you 
rented or hired it. 

You rent or hire a vessel from a company or 
owner and only use it for fun. You hire 

https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/office-boating-safety
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-inspection-certification/vessel-inspection-certification
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-inspection-certification/vessel-inspection-certification

