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PURPOSE 

To provide guidance and instruction of the safe use in laboratories of cytotoxic drugs, a specific type of 
hazardous drug as defined by WorkSafeBC. In addition to this general Safe Work Procedure (SWP), each 
lab must develop both an Exposure Control Plan (ECP) and a lab-specific SWP unique to the experiments 
and activities being performed. The Lab ECP and SWP must be reviewed by OHSE (see Procedures, #7)  

SCOPE 

The SWP applies toward the storage, handling and disposal of cytotoxic drugs.  

TRAINING 

The following training is required to be completed prior to being permitted to perform these procedures:  


https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/index.php
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-06-substance-specific-requirements#SectionNumber:6.42
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-06-substance-specific-requirements#SectionNumber:6.42
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/research/laboratory/special/index.php
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https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-06#SectionNumber:G6.42
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https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/health/hygiene/respirators/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/assets/docs/laboratory/cytotoxic-drug-caution-sign.pdf


https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/assets/docs/spillresponseplan.pdf
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/assets/docs/worksafe/dept.incident.investigation.report.pdf
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5. First Aid and Emergencies  

a. Call 911 to summon an ambulance if there is a medical emergency

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-06-substance-specific-requirements#SectionNumber:6.42
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-06-substance-specific-requirements#SectionNumber:6.42
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-05-chemical-and-biological-substances#SectionNumber:5.48
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-05-chemical-and-biological-substances#SectionNumber:5.48
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3. WorkSafe BC OHS Guidelines G6.42-G6.58 Cytotoxic Drugs 

-

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-06#SectionNumber:G6.42
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-06#SectionNumber:G6.42
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-06#SectionNumber:G6.42

