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PURPOSE 
To provide guidance and instruction of the safe use in laboratories of ethidium bromide (EthBr).  In addition 
to this general Safe Work Procedure (SWP), each lab must develop a lab-specific work procedure unique 
to the experiments and activities being performed.  The Lab SWP must be review

https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/laboratory-safety/index.php#acc-laboratory-safety-for-lab-workers
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/laboratory-safety/index.php#acc-laboratory-safety-for-lab-workers
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/biosafety/index.php
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HAZARD 
Ethidium Bromide (Eth
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d. Specific steps for large solid or liquid spills of ethidium bromide:  

i. Secure the area and warn others. 
ii. Immediately evacuate the area. 
iii. Post “do13 >>BDC
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7. Lab SWP 

In additional to this general SWP, each lab that is using ethidium bromide requires a Lab SWP that 
includes specific procedures for: 

a. Preparation of ethidium bromide solution 
b. Maximum quantities permitted 
c. Preparation of ethidium bromide decontamination solution.
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