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PURPOSE

To provide guidance and instruction of the safe use and handling in laboratories of azides. In addition to
this general Safe Work Procedure (SWP), each lab must develop a lab-specific work procedure unique to
the experiments and activities being performed. The Lab SWP must be reviewed by OHSE (see
Procedures, #7).

SCOPE

The SWP applies towards the handling and disposal of azides, such as sodium azide (NaNs, the most
commonly used commercial source of azide) or organic azides.


https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/training/research-safety/laboratory-safety/index.php#acc-laboratory-safety-for-lab-workers
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g. Avoid scratching solid azides.

h. Never expose organic azides to ground glass joints — use rubber septa or specialized
glassware.

i. Never use elevated temperature for purification, such as distillation or sublimation; limit
purification to extraction or precipitation, or low temperature vacuum transfer.


https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/assets/docs/spillresponseplan.pdf



https://www.uvic.ca/ohse/assets/docs/worksafe/dept.incident.investigation.report.pdf

SWP - 004: Azides Last Revised: 18 May 2022

REFERENCES
1. WorkSafeBC OHS Regulations Part 30.19 Waste disposal.


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-30-laboratories
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-30-laboratories
https://safety.fsu.edu/safety_manual/Azide%20Compounds.pdf
https://ehs.umass.edu/sites/default/files/Sodium%20Azide%20SOP.pdf
https://ehs.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2017/01/SafeHandlingOfSodiumAzide.pdf
https://ehs.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/sodium-azide-sop.pdf

