
 

 

 
 
Book of Hours (Use of Rome) 
In Latin, illumin a t e d ma nuscr i p t on parchme n t 
Italy, Floren c e , c. 1480-9 0 
3 minia tur e s by Mariano del Buono and his Workshop 
   
184 folios, complete, mostly in gatherings of 10 (collation: i 12 , ix 9 ), pastedown and flyleaf at front and 
at back, lacking only one folio between folios 114 a nd 115, written on fine vellum in dark brown ink, 
ff. 1-169 written in a rounded (humanist) Italian bookhand, on 15 long lines  and ff. 173-184v in a 
later Antiqu a script, light plummet ruling, (justi fication, 60 x 45 mm), some catchwor d s , rubrics in 
burnishe d gold leaf or liquid gold, numerous 1-line  initials in blue or burnished gold leaf with 
penwor k in blue or red, 2-line init ia l s in blue or burnish e d gold leaf with elab or ate blue or red 
penwork and floral and foliate orna ments extending into the margin, four  3-line initials in blue or 
burnishe d gold leaf with red or blue penwork ex tending well into the ma rgin, one 4-line initial in 
blue with red penwork extensi o n s , seven 4-line pa inted in itials , in pink, blue and green paint on 
burnis h e d gold leaf ground s , with floral or white tracer y infill , 3 histor i a t e d initia l s in excell e n t 
conditi on, each one flanked with or namental flowers and burnis h e d gold leaf discs, on fine hairli n e 
stems, extendi n g  in the inner margin. Sixteen t h - c entury chagrin (or galuchat ?) binding, gauffered 
and gilt edges, with a str ap and pin closing mech anism, one strap mis sing, strap ad orned with a St. -



 

 



 

 

ILL USTR ATI ON S 
f. 13, Virgin and Child; 
 
f. 69, Death as the Grim Reaper; 
 


