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Apply to the Human Research Ethics Board for approval (if applicable) 
All research involving human participants must receive advance approval from the Human Research 
Ethics Board (HREB). Apply early in your program as approval can take up to six weeks even if there are 
no changes required. You do this in consultation with your supervisory committee. The research ethics 
application can be found online as follows: 
https://www.uvic.ca/research/conduct/home/regapproval/humanethics/index.php.  Your supervisor 
initiates the application. You should commence the ethics application process as early as possible, and 
no later than the beginning of the third term of your program. 

Research and write 
You should begin to work on your thesis in earnest during the second term (for completion by 
September) or third term (for completion by December of your second year). In calculating your 
completion dates, include at least 20 business days for each review by your committee members. 

You are not required to use the UVic thesis template, but you may use the following guides for 
formatting: 

• Thesis and dissertation guidelines 

• UVic thesis template 

You must use a consistent citation style. In law, students use the most recent edition of Canadian Guide 
to Uniform Legal Citation ("the McGill guide"). Other styles are acceptable when used consistently and 
approved by your committee. 

You must avoid any form of academic dishonesty (see Academic Integrity Policy on page 21). 

Submission Deadlines 

https://www.uvic.ca/library/
https://www.uvic.ca/law/graduate/llmprogram/llmsubmissiondeadlines/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/law/graduate/llmprogram/llmsubmissionprocedures/nominationofllmthesisexaminersguidelines.php
https://www.uvic.ca/law/assets/docs/graddocs/nominationofllmthesisexamguidelines.pdf
mailto:gradlaw@uvic.ca


http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/assets/docs/docs/Withholding-form.pdf
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/assets/docs/docs/Withholding-form.pdf
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/
https://www.uvic.ca/students/graduate/thesis-dissertation/basics/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/students/graduate/thesis-dissertation/basics/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/assets/docs/docs/forms/ThesisApproval.pdf
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/
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Final revisions and submission 
2. When applicable changes are approved by all members of your supervisory committee, the 

Graduate Program Coordinator will submit the Letter of Recommendation from the Faculty of 
Law. 



PhD Program Faculty of Law Graduate Program Handbook 

Page 10 of 26 3 June 2024 

PhD Program 
Course Requirements 

Graduate Seminar in Law and Society (LAW 501) * 1.5 

Graduate Seminar in Applied Legal Methodology (LAW 502) * 1.5 

2 courses (as determined by the Graduate Program Director) (1.5 each) ** 3.0 

PhD Candidacy Examination (LAW 693) 3.0 

PhD Dissertation (LAW 699) 21.0 

Total 30.0 

 

* Students who have already completed LAW 501 and LAW 502 during an LLM at the University of 
Victoria are not required to repeat these courses. 

** Students who completed their LLM at the University of Victoria and who are able to demonstrate 
competency within their field of study may not be required to complete one or both of these courses. 

Other Requirements 
The minimum residency requirement for the PhD program is three terms (twelve consecutive months). 
The residency requirement is only waived in exceptional circumstances. See Policy on residence and 
remote study (page 26). 

Supervisory Committee 
Students’ dissertations are supervised by: 

• one Law (supervisor or co-supervisor); 

• one non-Law (outside member or co-supervisor); and 

• one Law (member) 

This three-person supervisory committee is subject to appropriate supervisory resources being 
available. 

Again, subject to the availability of a suitable faculty member, you will be paired with your Law 
supervisor during the admissions process

https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/CDs/LAW/501.html
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/CDs/LAW/502.html
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/courses/index.html
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/CDs/LAW/693.html
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/CDs/LAW/699.html
https://www.uvic.ca/law/graduate/forms/index.php
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If a delay is required because of fieldwork, remote study, vacation, sick leave, etc., please ensure that 
you communicate this as soon as possible. 

You must meet with your supervisor or co-supervisors at least every 40 business days (i.e. at least twice 
per term) to meet the minimum intervals as required by FGS.  You and your supervisor or co-supervisors 
may decide to meet more often, especially around certain milestones. 

You must meet with each additional member of your committee at least once per year to meet the 
minimum intervals as required by FGS.  You and this other committee members may decide to meet 
more often, especially around certain milestones. 

When planning your own timetable, you must communicate with your committee so that they can tell 
you their expected timeframe to return comments on your work.  Normally, they will return comments 

https://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/_assets/docs/graduate-supervision-policy.pdf
https://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/_assets/docs/graduate-supervision-policy.pdf
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Complete your coursework and develop your proposal 
Your PhD application included a basic, 

https://www.uvic.ca/research-services/home/regapproval/humanethics/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/research-services/home/regapproval/humanethics/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/law/assets/docs/graddocs/PhDCandidacyExamStudentProcedures.pdf
https://www.uvic.ca/law/assets/docs/graddocs/phdcandexaminationguidelines.pdf
https://www.uvic.ca/students/graduate/thesis-dissertation/index.php#ipn-resources
https://www.uvic.ca/library/
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Submission Deadlines 

Nearing and initiating the examination process 
1. Review the PhD dissertation submission deadlines with your supervisory committee. 

The deadlines are based on the very last day you can submit, attend a specific convocation deadline, 
and not pay the next term's fees. Submission deadlines are established by the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and cannot be extended. Timelines allow for very little leeway for unexpected delays.  You 
may also contact the Graduate Program Coordinator to create personalized deadlines so that you 
can make use of the Completion Postponement Fee Adjustment (CPFA) or for any other reason. 

2. Set a date and time for your oral examination.  All members of your supervisory committee must be 
available on the day of your exam. Use the submission deadlines page to determine your timeline, 
and schedule your examination as early as possible to ensure that the maximum number of 
participants can attend in person. 

The external examiner can attend via videoconference. However, only one other participant (you or 
your law supervisor) can attend via videoconference. This is not recommended and is possible only 
under exceptional circumstances and with special permission from the Dean of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies. 

3. Review the guidelines for appointing external examiners and submit a list of three external examiner 
nominees and your agreed upon exam date and time to our Graduate Program Coordinator.  All 
members of your supervisory committee must sign off on the list of nominees, the proposed 
examination date, and agree that your full draft of the dissertation will be examinable within four 
weeks.  Let the Graduate Program Coordinator know if videoconferencing is required for the oral 
examination. They’ll book a suitable room for

https://www.uvic.ca/law/graduate/phdprogram/submissiondeadlines/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/students/graduate/thesis-dissertation/final-submission/index.php#:%7E:text=Completion%20Postponement%20Fee%20Adjustment%20(CPFA),-If%20you%20defended&text=With%20the%20CPFA%2C%20you'll,fee%20instalments%20before%20that%20term
https://www.uvic.ca/law/graduate/phdprogram/submissiondeadlines/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/law/assets/docs/graddocs/phdexternalexaminersguideline.pdf
https://www.uvic.ca/law/assets/docs/graddocs/phdnominationformforexternalexam.doc
https://www.uvic.ca/law/assets/docs/graddocs/phdnominationformforexternalexam.doc
https://www.uvic.ca/law/assets/docs/graddocs/phdnominationformforexternalexam.doc
https://www.uvic.ca/mypage
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/
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abstract should not exceed 150 words). This copy should be letter-perfect: revised, proof-read, 
grammatical, and with citations in proper form. You must confirm that it meets UVic's thesis and 
dissertation guidelines and it may be easiest to use the UVic thesis template.  All interviews must be 
completed and signed off before the examination. 

6. Once you have received approvals from each member of your supervisory committee that your 
dissertation is ready for examination, submit a PDF copy of your exam-ready dissertation to the 
Graduate Program Coordinator. You cannot make changes to your dissertation after submitting it 
for examination. 

7. Send the Graduate Program Coordinator the most recent copy of your human research ethics 
approval or waiver certificate(s) – if applicable. 

8. Once your external examiner has been confirmed, the Graduate Program Coordinator will send you 
the following forms.  Complete and submit them to the Graduate Program Coordinator no less than 
32 business days prior to the oral examination: 

• Request for oral examination form — signed by your entire supervisory committee 

• Thesis/dissertation withholding form — if you wish to publish all or parts of your 
dissertation elsewhere. It must be complete with signatures from you, your law 
supervisor and the Graduate Program Director. 

9. The Graduate Program Coordinator will obtain: 

• External examiner’s CV 

• Confirmation of arm’s length status form — completed and signed by your law 
supervisor. 

10. Oral examination - The Graduate Program Coordinator will provide your supervisor with a 
thesis/dissertation approval form to bring to the oral examination. Signatures of all committee 
members and the external examiner will be obtained at the time of the oral examination by the 
chair, and the Graduate Program Coordinator will collect any required electronic copies after the 
pages have been returned. 

Final revisions and submission 
11. If the dissertation has been approved, or approved with edits, discuss any recommendations made 

by the external examiner with your supervisory committee and complete as required. 

12. When any applicable changes are approved by all members of your supervisory committee, forward 
an approval email from your supervisor to the Graduate Program Coordinator.  The Graduate 
Program Coordinator will then collect remaining signatures for your thesis/dissertation approval 
form and the Letter of Recommendation from the Faculty of Law and forward them to the Graduate 
Admissions and Records Office. GARO will then open your 

http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/resourcesfor/students/thesis/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/resourcesfor/students/thesis/index.php
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/uvthesis/wordstart.html
http://www.uvic.ca/graduatestudies/assets/docs/docs/forms/ThesisApproval.pdf
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/
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Tuition and Funding 

Please note that this information is provided for convenience and all fees are subject to change.  The 
calendar lists the most recent regulations concerning tuition fees for graduate programs. 

Tuition 

Tuition is charged every term as a combination of standard tuition fees and mandatory other fees.  You 
must either register or request a leave of absence for every term until you finish your degree. 

You may pay your tuition and fees by internet banking, telephone banking, cheque, money order, 
interact/debit, or cash (the University does not accept credit cards for payment of tuition fees). Visit 
Accounting Services for details.  You may also register for the Graduate Student Tuition Income Offset 
Plan in order to pay monthly instead of once per term. 

Standard Tuition Fees (Effective May 1, 2024) 

Full Fee Installment: 

• Domestic Full Fee — $2,177.24 per term (per 4 months). 
• International Full Fee — $2,746.14 per term (per 4 months). 

LLM program: Most LLM students take 4-6 terms to complete their program. After you have paid five 
full fee installments, you are eligible to pay reregistration fees every term until you reach the maximum 
completion limit of five years. 

PhD program: Most PhD students take 4 to 5 years to complete their program. After you have paid 
seven full fee installments and one half-fee installment, you are eligible to pay reregistration fees every 
term until you reach the maximum completion limit of seven years. 

After you have paid the full fee installments indicated above for both LLM and PhD programs, you can 
then pay reregistration fees every term instead of a full fee installment: 

• 

https://www.uvic.ca/BAN1P/twbkwbis.P_GenMenu?name=bmenu.P_RegMnu
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/grad/index.php#/policy/ByGu4jQWU?bc=true&bcCurrent=19%20-%20Leaves%20of%20absence%20with%20permission%20and%20withdrawal%20from%20graduate%20programs&bcGroup=Registration&bcItemType=policies
https://www.uvic.ca/vpfo/accounting/services/tuition/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/vpfo/accounting/resources/grad-student-income-offset-plan.php
https://www.uvic.ca/vpfo/accounting/resources/grad-student-income-offset-plan.php
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/future/grad/index.php#/policy/SyGolsGdN
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/future/grad/index.php#/policy/B146lofuE?bc=true&bcCurrent=03%20-%20Regulations%20concerning%20tuition%20fees%20for%20graduate%20programs&bcGroup=Tuition%20and%20Other%20Fees&bcItemType=policies
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Other mandatory fees (effective September 1, 2023): 

Per term: 

• Graduate Students' Society (GSS) (per term, on campus only) — $103.11 
• Athletics/Recreation (per term, on-campus and local only) — $96.20 

http://gss.uvic.ca/
https://vikesrec.ca/sports/2019/4/11/membership2018.aspx
https://www.uvic.ca/onecard/use-card/transit/index.php
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Faculty of Law Internal Award Policies: 
It is a condition of any funding offered to students through the Faculty of Law or the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies that if you obtain other scholarship funding you must inform us. This helps to inform future 
financial planning, and to ensure that our graduate students are supported to the best of our ability. 
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Travel Funding 
The Law Graduate Program offers funding support to currently enrolled LLM and PhD students for two 
types of travel (traveling to conferences and traveling for field work). Application processes and 
available funds are different for each type, please read instructions carefully or contact the Graduate 
Program Coordinatol30(
EMC 
BT
/Link7 0 Tduan >>BDC 
113 1 rg
-0.0g( )Tj
-0.001 Tc 0.001 6w 11.04 60.008.825 ())-9417 0.004 72 645.84 Tm
166Tj
)-1.9 (h)]TJHs
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You should submit your application only after completing your University of Victoria Human Research 
Ethics Board (HREB) application and after your supervisor has indicated that you are ready to begin your 
field work. 

Students are limited to a program maximum of: 

• LLM students – $2,000 

• PhD students – $4,000 

You should be aware, however, that you are not entitled to these amounts and there are limited funds 
available in any given year. You are welcome to apply for smaller amounts over more than one trip but 
only to the maximums listed above. Funds must be spent within six months of allocation. 

Please note that owing to budgetary constraints, we may not be able to provide the full amount of field 
work funding to multiple students at the same time. 

Field work support application form 

Your supervisor must sign your application and a description of your thesis/dissertation (five page 
maximum) must be attached. 

You will not be reimbursed for expenses claimed without meticulously con Tw 0.87 0 Td
( )Tj
-0.001 Tc 0.001 Tw 0.217 0 TdfS(l)-3.3 t



Faculty of Law Graduate Program Handbook Academic Requirements 

3 June 2024 Page 21 of 26 

Academic Requirements 
Progress Report 
Each year, you will be asked to submit a progress review to evaluate your progress and identify any 
problems that may be impeding your progress. The Faculty of Graduate Studies is expected to 
implement a campus-wide electronic system for assembling and recording central aspects of the formal 
review. You will be notified by the Graduate Program Coordinator when it is time to complete the 
Annual Progress Report. 

Failure to Meet Academic Standards 
The Graduate Program Director may initiate additional assessments upon the advice of the supervisor or 
supervisory committee. Where the supervisor or supervisory committee determine that satisfactory 
progress is not being made, you will be asked to attend a formal assessment meeting where you may 
communicate your progress to the supervisory committee and discuss your research. Committee 
members will raise their concerns at this meeting, and you will have an opportunity to address them 
directly. Your supervisory committee will provide you with the steps you need to take with your 
research to meet academic standards. If you decide not to attend this formal assessment meeting, 
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Graduate students whose first language is NOT English and are not native English speakers may use an 
Editor, where the supervisor authorizes the use of an Editor, for both footnote and reference editing as 
well as for assistance with written expression, grammar, and syntax in the main body of the work. This 
approval from the supervisor must be in writing and copied to the Graduate Program Coordinator. 
Please visit the following website to help find an editor and for general writing tips: 
https://www.uvic.ca/law/graduate/researchandresources/index.php 
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Graduate Facilities 
The graduate student area is on the mezzanine of the second floor of the Diana M. Priestly Law Library. 

There are six single-use carrels for PhD students and open carrels for up to 18 LLM students. Three 
additional single-use carrels for PhD students are available on the second floor. There is also a small 
meeting room on the mezzanine designated specifically for graduate student use. 

The law library also has computer workstations and a computer lab, wireless access, and printers and 
scanners for student use. 
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Transfer from another Unit at the University of Victoria 
All applicants are expected to apply during the regular admissions cycle by submitting material before 
the deadline for a September term start.  In exceptional cases, students already enrolled with the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies at the University of Victoria may be admitted to the Program outside of the 
regular admissions cycle. Please see the conditions below.  

The Program’s Graduate Studies Committee will accept applications to transfer from master’s or PhD 
students already enrolled at the University of Victoria in another Masters or Doctoral program outside 
of the regular admission cycle for January or May admission.  To access the application outside of the 
regular admissions cycle, please contact the Graduate Program Coordinator.  The following conditions 
apply for those students currently enrolled at the University seeking a January or May admission into 
the Program: 

• 
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• The student must have their complete Supervisory Committee constituted at the time of 
applying to transfer and include this information as part of their transfer application 
materials. 

• All transfers are treated as new admissions, but the transfer will not extend the maximum 
time in which the student must complete the degree; the maximum time will be calculated in 
relation to the student’s original start date at the other academic institution. 
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