
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 

 

FACULTY CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

June 30, 2020 

 

 

Name:   CALDER, Gillian Margaret 

 

Faculty: Law 

 

   

I. Degrees and Diplomas  

 

Degree or Diploma  Field  Institution  Granted 

 

B.A. (Hons.) History U.B.C. 1993 

 

LL.B.  Law U.B.C. 1997 

 

Dipl. in Univ. Teaching Pedagogy U.N.B. 2002 

 

LL.M.  Law York University 2003 

  

Title of Thesis or Dissertation: 

 

(LL.M.) Gender, Social Reproduction and the Canadian Welfare State: Assessing the Recent 

Changes to the Maternity and Parental Leave Benefits Regime; defended October 25, 2002.  

 

 

II. Positions Held Prior to Appointment at University of Victoria  

 

1. Associate counsel, Mandell Pinder, Barristers and Solicitors, September 2002 – May 

2004. 

 

2. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of New Brunswick, July, 2001 – June, 

2002. 

 

3. Associate counsel, Russell & DuMoulin, Barristers and Solicitors, (later Fasken 

Martineau DuMoulin LLP), September 1999 – May 15, 2000. 

 

4. Articled Student, Russell & DuMoulin, Barristers and Solicitors, September 1998 – 

September 1999. 

 

5. Law Clerk to the B.C. Supreme Court, September 1997 – September 1998. 
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III. Major Fields of Scholarly or Professional Interest  

 

1. Constitutional Law and Theory 

 

2. Family Law 

 

3. Feminist Legal Theories 

 

4. Critical Legal Pedagogy 

 

5. Legal Ethics and Professionalism 

 

6. Performance Theory 

 

7. Law and Theatre 

 

8. Sexual Identities and Law 

 

 

 

IV. Memberships and Offices Held in Learned and Professional Societies  
 

1. Member, Law Society of British Columbia, March 1999 – present (currently non-

practising member). 

 

2. Member, Canadian Association of Law Teachers, June 2005-present. 

 

3. Member, Canadian Law and Society Association, June 2005-present. 

 

 

 

V. Scholarships, Fellowships, Honours and Awards 
 

1. December 2017, Finalist for Clawbies Award, Change and Advocacy Category, for 

#ReconciliationSyllabus (collaborative site with Rebecca Johnson, et al). 

2. December 2016, Finalist for Clawbies Award, Change and Advocacy Category, for 

#ReconciliationSyllabus (collaborative site with Rebecca Johnson, et al). 

3. March 2015, Terry Wuester Graduating Class Teaching Excellence Award. 

4. March 2013, Terry Wuester Graduating Class Teaching Excellence Award. 

5. February 2013, Murray and Anne Fraser Endowment Award, $2,900: “Performance, 

Pedagogy and Law: Theatre of the Oppressed in the Law School Classroom.” 
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6. April 2012, Co-recipient First Year Teaching Award, UVic Faculty of Law. 

7. July 2011, Single-year award, VPAC for contributions to the law faculty 

8. June 2011, FMC Summer Student Fellowship Recipient: “Legal Ethics and 

Professionalism in Canada:  Empathy, Equality and Imagination.”   

9. March 2011, Limerick Visiting Scholar 2010-2011: “Performance, Pedagogy and Law: 

Theatre of the Oppressed in the Law School Classroom.” 

10. Faculty Nominee for the Harry Hickman Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching, May 

2010. 

11. 
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22. June 2005, Parson’s Visitor, Sydney University School of Law, Sydney, Australia, May 

30, 2005 – June 10, 2005: Maternity and Parental Leave in Canadian Law: Competing 

Visions.” 

23. May 2005, Internal Research Grant, University of Victoria, $5,000. 

24. May 2002, National Association of Women and the Law: First Prize National Essay 

Contest. 

25. September 2001, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) 

Doctoral Fellowship (declined). 

26. September 2001, Cornell University Entrance Fellowship (declined). 

27. September 2000, Law Foundation of British Columbia Fellowship. 

28. September 2000, Mary Jane Mossman Scholarship for Feminist Legal Theory. 

29. September 2000, York University Graduate Fellowship for Academic Distinction 

(declined). 

 

 

VI. Appointments at University of Victoria  

 

a. Academic  

 

Inclusive Years Rank   Department 

 

July 2010 – present Associate Professor  Law 

July 2004 – July 2010 Assistant Professor  Law 

 

b. Administrative  

 

Inclusive Years   Title     Department  

 

July 2019 – present  Chair – Academic Women’s Caucus 

July 2015 – June 30, 2020 Associate Dean, Students Law 

 

 

VII. Teaching Duties at the University of Victoria  

 

a. Courses Taught  

          # of 

Course     Hours/Term/Year                     Students 

 

2004-2005 (Half Teaching Release: Spring 2005) 
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Constitutional Law 100  Fall     26 

Family Law 322   Fall     50 

Legal Process    Fall     21 

Law 390    Fall       3 

Law 399    Fall       1 

Constitutional Law 100  Spring     25   

Legal Process    Spring     21 

Law 399    Spring       2 

Laskin Moot Supervision  Spring       4 

Law 399    Summer      4 

 

2005-2006 

 

Constitutional Law 100  Fall      43 

Family Law 322   Fall      52 

Legal Process    Fall      21 

Law 390    Fall        1 

Law 399    Fall        3 

Constitutional Law 100  Spring      23 

Legal Process 
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Constitutional Law 100  Spring       26 

Advanced Family Law 343  Spring       10 

Law 390    Spring         3 

Law 399    Spring         1 

Law 399    Summer        2 

 

2008-2009 (Teaching Release:  January 1, 2009 – June 30, 2009) 
 

Legal Process    Fall        22 

Family Law 322   Fall        50 

Civil Liberties Law 359  Fall        17 

Law 390    Fall          5 

Law 399    Fall          3 

Law 399    Spring          1 

 

2009-2010 
 

Legal Process   
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Constitutional Law   Fall/Spring        54 

Family Law    Fall         48 

Sexual Orientation and the Law Spring         16 

Law 399    Spring           1 

Law 399    Summer          1 

 

2013-2014 
 

Legal Process    Fall                           105 (Director) 

Constitutional Law   Fall/Spring    50 

Family Law    Fall     40 

Family Law    Spring     35 

Law 399    Fall       1 

Law 399    Spring       9 

Law 399    Summer      1 

 

2014-2015 
 

Legal Process    Fall     110 (Director) 
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1. Gillian Calder and Lori G. Beaman, eds., Polygamy’s Rights and Wrongs: Perspectives 

on Harm, Family and Law (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2014). 

 

 

ii. Refereed Journal Articles and Articles under Review 

 

1. “The Cultural and Economic Injustices of Marriage Discrimination: A Review of Nicola 

Barker, Not the Marrying Kind: A Feminist Critique of Same-Sex Marriage (Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2013)” (2014) 28(1) Canadian Journal of Family Law 113-134. 

2. “Insite: Right Answer, Wrong Question” (2011) 19:2 Constitutional Forum 113-117. 

3. “Guantanamo: Using a Play-reading to Teach Law” (2010) 142 Canadian Theatre 

Review 44-49. 

4. “Penguins and Polyamory: Using Law and Film to Explore the Essence of Marriage in 

Canadian Family Law” (2009) 21(1) Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 55-89. 

5. “Embodied Law: Theatre of the Oppressed in the Law School Classroom” (2009) 1 

Masks: An Online Journal for Law and Theatre 1-35: 

http://uir.ulster.ac.uk/6636/1/Masks-Issue1-February2009.pdf 

6. Gillian Calder and Sharon Cowan, “Re-imagining Equality: Meaning and Movement” 

(2008) 29 Australian Feminist Law Journal 109-130. 

7. “‘We the People of Constitutional Law 100 Y01ô: Pedagogical Promise of a Classroom 

Constitution in First-Year Law” (2008) 2 Canadian Legal Education Annual Review 39-

60. 

8. Elizabeth Adjin-Tettey, Gillian Calder, Angela Cameron, Maneesha Deckha, Rebecca 

Johnson, Hester Lessard, Maureen Maloney, Margot Young, “Postcards from the Edge 

(of Empire)” (2008) 17(1)  Social and Legal Studies 5-38. 

9. Natasha Bakht, Kim Brooks, Gillian Calder, Jennifer Koshan, Sonia Lawrence, Carissima 

Mathen, Debra Parkes, “Counting Outsiders: A Critical Exploration of Outsider Course 

Enrolment in Canadian Legal Education” (2007) 45(4) Osgoode Hall Law Journal 667-

732. 

10. “Federalism, Equality and Autonomy: Toward an Embedded Feminist Constitutional 

Agenda” (2006) 44 Alberta Law Review 465-475. 

11. “A Pregnant Pause: Federalism, Equality and the Maternity and Parental Leave Debate in 

Canada” (2006) 14(1) Feminist Legal Studies 99-118. 

12. “Recent Changes to the Maternity and Parental Leave Benefits Regime as a Case Study: 

The Impact of Globalization on Social Programs in Canada” (2003) 15(2) Canadian 

Journal of Women and the Law, pp. 342-366. 

 

iii. Book Chapters and Chapters Accepted for Publication 

http://uir.ulster.ac.uk/6636/1/Masks-Issue1-February2009.pdf
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1. “To the Inclusion of All Others:  Story-telling “Motherhood” with Katniss, Hermione, 
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12. ”Human Rights of Women” in 
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14. “UVic Law and the Debate over Accreditation of a New Law School at Trinity Western 

University.”  September 2014, The Advocate, 731-736. 

15. Introduction (with Rebecca Johnson), Law, Film and Feminism, (2009) 21(1) Canadian 

Journal of Women and the Law, www.law.uvic.ca/lawandfilm. 

16. Call and Response (with assorted authors), Law, Film and Feminism, (2009) 21(1) 

Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 197-209. 

17.  “Dickie v. Dickie: Smells Like Family Law” (2007) 23(2) Canadian Journal of Family 

Law 253-271 (with E. Llana Nakonechny). 

18. “Federalism, Equality and Autonomy: Toward an Embedded Feminist Constitutional 

Agenda” (2006) 44 Alberta Law Review 465-475. 

19. “Families and the Law in Canada: Cases and Commentary by Mary Jane Mossman” 

(2005) 22(1) Canadian Journal of Family Law 101-116. 

20. “SCC to rule on parental leave” (2005) 25(19) The Lawyers Weekly 10, 16 

21. The Impact of Globalization on Social Programs in Canada: Gender, Social 

Reproduction, and Benefits for Maternity and Parental Leave (Ottawa: National 

Association of Women and the Law, 2003). 

22. Gender, Social Reproduction and the Canadian Welfare State:  Assessing the Recent 

Changes to the Maternity and Parental Leave Benefits Regime (2002) LL.M. thesis, York 

University. 

23. “Rethinking Status Under the Wills Variation Act” in Phantom Menace: Threatening 

Issues in Estate Litigation (Vancouver: The Continuing Legal Education Society of 

British Columbia, 1999) (with Helen Low). 

24. “A Local Look at the Platform for Action: Beyond Beijing” (1996) 12(1) International 

Insights 35-49. 

 

b. Scholarly and Professional Activities 

i. Papers, Lectures, Addresses  

1. “Teaching with Love: Inside and Outside the Law School Classro

http://www.law.uvic.ca/lawandfilm
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3. “Reframing Justice.”  Five Days of Action, University of Victoria, March 22, 2018 with 

Rebecca Johnson and Veronica Martisius. 

 

4. “Family Law Needs Feminism, Because – Teaching Family Law at UVic.”  Canadian 

Association of Law Teachers, Annual Conference, University of Victoria, June 10, 2017. 

 

5. “Decolonization/Indigenization and Student Support: The Amicus Program at the Faculty 
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31. Gillian Calder, “Law, the Family and Performance: Visioning with the Cowichan 
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56. Gillian Calder, “Embodied Law: Theatre of the Oppressed in the Law School 
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68. 
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81. 
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95. “Challenges to Maternity and Parental Leave in Canada:  Competing Visions.”  Canadian 
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22. Canadian Journal of Law and Society, peer review article, October 2014. 
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44. Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, peer review article, November 2008. 

 

45. Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, peer review article, September 2008. 

 

46. Ottawa Law Review, peer reviewed article, July 2008. 

 

47. Canadian Journal of Family Law, peer reviewed article, June 2008. 

 

48. Masks: On-line Journal of Law and Theatre, peer reviewed article, June 2008. 

 

49. Masks: On-line Journal of Law and Theatre, peer reviewed article, April 2008. 

 

50. Appeal, reviewed article for student editors, January 2008. 

 

51. CLEAR, peer-reviewed article, December 2007. 

 

52. Sexualities, peer-reviewed article, September 2007. 

 

53. Canadian Bar Review, peer-reviewed article, August 2007. 

 

54. Atlantis, peer-reviewed article, May 2007. 

 

55. Appeal, reviewed article for student editors, January 2007. 

 

56. Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, peer-reviewed article, December 2006. 

 

57. U.B.C. Law Review, peer-reviewed article, November 2005. 

 

58. U.B.C. Law Review, peer-reviewed article, July 2005. 

 
  

iv. Other Scholarly and Professional Activities 
 

1. Member of NIL T,UO project, Indigenous Law Research Unit, December 2017 – August 

2018. 

2. Presentation to the Law Society of British Columbia, Task force on Mental Health, April 

5, 2018. 

3. On the Island, on air interview, CBC Radio, new legal framework for Indigenous 

peoples, February 15, 2018. 

4. Three Minute Thesis Judge, January 27, 2017, University of Victoria. 

5. B4Play interview, Gracie, Belfry Theatre, January 21, 2017. 
https://soundcloud.com/belfrytheatre/b4play-gracie-january-21 

https://soundcloud.com/belfrytheatre/b4play-gracie-january-21
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6. Media Interview on women in the legal profession, Times Colonist, October 21, 2016. 

7. Media Interview on Medical Assistance in Dying, May 2, 2016, Maclean’s Magazine. 

8. Media Interview on Zero Tolerance for Barbaric Cultural Practices Act, October 15, 

2015. 

9. Media Interview on Polygamy, CBC The 180, October 11, 2015. 

10. Advisory Committee for Status of Women Program, Justice Education Society of BC, 

October 2015 – present. 

11. West Coast LEAF, Family Law Advisory Committee, May 2013 – present. 

12. Board of Directors, West Coast LEAF, September 2012 – September 2015. 

13. Advisor, National Abortion Federation, Inter-provincial billing project, September 2011 – 

present. 

14. Advisor, B.C. Law Institute Family Status Legal Research Project, May 2011 – June 

2012. 

15. Member, Research to Practice Network of the Family of Community Services – May 

2011 – present. 

16. Editorial Board, Masks: The Online Journal of Law and Theatre, February 2011 – 

present. 

17. Board of Directors, Puente Theatre, January 2011 – January 2012. 

18. Teaching and Learning Day, Program Chair, CALT Annual Meeting, University of 

Victoria, June 21-22, 2010. 

19. Member, LEAF subcommittee, SCC intervention: Withler v. Canada, January 2010. 

20. Director, Victoria Cool-Aid Society, July 2009 – April 2010. 

21. Past-President, Canadian Association of Law Teachers, May 2009 - present. 

22. President, Canadian Association of Law Teachers, May 2008 – May 2009. 

23. Program Chair, CALT Annual Meeting, Carleton University, May 25-27, 2009. 

24. Teaching and Learning Day, Program Chair, CALT Annual Meeting, Carleton 

University, May 26, 2009. 

25. Case Monitoring Project – Family Law Research, Academic Advisor, LEAF, March 2009 

– present. 
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26. Guest Lecture, Geography 491: Indigenous Geographies, November 24, 2008. 

27. Guest Lecture, Poli Sci 433/533: The Politics of Health; November 20, 2008. 

28. LEAF Subcommittee member, SCC intervention: Rick v. Brandsema, June 2008 – 

present. 

29. Attended Jana Sanskriti Theatre Workshop, Kolkata, India, December 2007 – January 

2008. 

30. Association of Canadian Mountain Guides, Conduct Review panel, January 2008 – 

present. 

31. Vice-President, Canadian Association of Law Teachers, June 2007- May 2008. 

32. Legal Advisory Team, “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren” Law Foundation funded 

community project, June 2007 – present. 

33. Attended Gonzaga Institute Law Teaching Conference, Boston, MA, June 2007. 

34. Attended “Theatre of the Oppressed” Workshop, New York, NY, June 2007. 

35. Counsel for LEAF, Supreme Court of Canada Intervention, Dickie v. Dickie, January 17, 

2007. 

36. Board Member, Canadian Journal of Family Law. January 2007 – present. 

37. Member University of Victoria Environmental Law Centre Board of Directors – 

September 2006 – present. 

38. Puente Theatre, Facilitator Training, “Act Now Against Racism,” September 1 – October 

1, 2006. 

39. Board Member, the Boulders Climbing Society, September 2006 – March 2009. 

40. Canadian Association of Law Teachers Executive, June 2005-present. 

41. Member of LEAF subcommittee, Intervention application in D.B.S. v. S.R.B., December 

2005- January 2006. 

42. Member of National Association of Women and the Law Working Group on Maternity 

and Parental Leave, January 2004- present. 

43. Supervisor, Westcoast LEAF, Family Law Courtwatch project, July 2005 – present. 

44. Advisor to Community Access Project, Victoria, Maternity and Parental Leave, January 

2005. 
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45. Board Member, International Advisory Committee, Centre for Feminist Legal Studies, 

U.B.C., May 2000 – present. 

46. Member of the National Legal Committee, LEAF, August 2000 – January 2004. 

47. Member of planning committee and assistant to Madam Justice Lynn Smith, NJI 

Conference on Evidence and Fact-Finding, Kananaskis Alberta, August 2003; Kelowna 

British Columbia, July 2004. 

48. Presentation to the Canadian Human Rights Commission in conjunction with their 

inquiry into the treatment of federally incarcerated women in Canadian prisons, February 

2003. 

 

 

IX. Other Contributions 

 

 

2004-2005 

 

1. Tenure and Promotion Committee, September 2004 – D 12Tcember 2004 

 

2. Moot Selection Committee, September 2004 

 

3. Laskin Moot Coach, October 2004 – February 2005 

 

 

2005-2006 

 

1. Appointments Advisory Committee, September 2005 – February 2006 

 

2. Moot Selection Committee, September 2005 

 

3. Wilson Moot Coach, October 2005 – March 2006 

 

4. Legal Research and Writing, Open Memo Supervisor 

 

5. Cascadian Feminist Conference Organizer, October 2005 

 

6. Faculty Advisor, International Women’s Rights Project 

 

7. Faculty Advisor, Dean’s Women’s Advisory Committee 

 

 

2006-2007 
 

1. Moot Selection Committee, September 2006 
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2. Wilson Moot Coach October 2006 – March 2007 

 

3. Faculty Advisor, Dean’s Women’s Advisory Committee 

 

4. Theatre of the Oppressed Workshop, DACEC; UAWL 

 

5. Theatre of the Oppressed Workshop, Faculty Retreat. 

 

6. Assistant Coach, Client Counselling Competition. 

 

7. 
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7. Faculty Board Member, Environmental Law Centre. 

8. Faculty of Law Member, Senate (elected position). 

9. Member, Faculty Association Equity Committee (elected position). 

10. Member, Family Law Practitioner in Residence Search Committee. 

11. Supervisor, Faith Calendar Project. 

12. Media interviews, introduction of Family Law Act, CKNW. 

13. Media interviews, “8” (the play); Times Colonist, CBC Radio Victoria. 

 

2013-2014 

1. Chair, JID committee. 

2. Member, AAC committee (until October 2013). 

3. Faculty Board Member, Environmental Law Centre. 

4. Faculty of Law Member, Senate (elected position). 

5. Member, Honourary Degree Committee, Senate. 

5. Member, Faculty Association Equity Committee (elected position). 

6. Media interviews, Globe and Mail, Trinity Western University. 

 

2014-2015 

1. Co-chair, Ad-Hoc Curricular Review committee. 

2. Faculty Board Member, Environmental Law Centre. 

3. Faculty of Law Member, Senate (elected position). 

4. Member, Honourary Degree Committee, Senate. 

5. Member, Senate Committee on Planning, Senate. 

6. Member, Faculty Association Equity Committee (elected position). 

7. Radio interview, CFAX, Trinity Western University. 
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8. Ad-hoc Committee, Faculty Position on Trinity Western University. 

9. Radio interview, CFAX, Carter decision. 

10. Television interview, CTV Vancouver Island, Carter decision 

11. Management committee, Environmental Law Centre. 

 

2015 - 2016 

1. Senate, and related committees: Committee on Academic Standards, Committee on 

Planning, Committee on Honourary Degrees. 

2. Management committee, ELC; Board, ELC. 

3. Co-chair, Ad Hoc Committee on Curriculum and Pedagogy Review. 

4. Associate Dean, Academic and associated committees. 

5. JID Committee, and ad hoc assistance on Akitsiraq bid. 

6. Joined AAC committee for Lansdowne Chair hire. 

7. Media on TRC, Ghomeshi and Medical Assistance in Dying. 

8. 
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8. Twitter presence, July 2013 – present. 

 

9. Director, “8” the Play, March 13, 2013. 

 

10. Cast Member, The Vagina Monologues, February 2008. 

 

12. Counsel, Dickie v. Dickie, Supreme Court of Canada, January 17, 2007. 

 

 


