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by Patty Pitts

A s a young boy, Chris Darimont spent 
idyllic summers exploring the shorelines 

of the Gulf Islands. Now, as a geographer at 
the University of Victoria, Darimont is still 
examining life on the coast, and what he’s 
learning is having a profound impact on our 
attitudes about wildlife management on the 
coast and beyond.

	Darimont’s primary focus is the complex 
relationship connecting grizzly bears, wolves, 
salmon and humans, working with the coastal 
communities whose knowledge of wildlife long 
preceded his own. 

For his PhD at UVic, Darimont collaborated 
with the Heiltsuk First Nation near Bella Bella 
to study the ecology and evolution of the area’s 
wolves. The landmark study affirmed long-held 
Indigenous knowledge that coastal wolves are a 
different form from their inland cousins, mainly 
due to their primarily salmon-based diet.

“We used molecular, genetic and dietary 
approaches to add a new level of fascinating 
detail to what many people along the coast 
already knew,” he says.

	Salmon also figure prominently in 
Darimont’s other coastal studies. In 2014 he 
participated in studies of stress hormones 

from grizzly hair samples in BC’s Great Bear 


