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Science Venture youth 
program: More than 20 
years of making science 
fun
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How do kindergarten students learn that a 
bed of Douglas fir needles can be soft? Or 

that the tide leaves behind pools with all sorts 
of interesting creatures in them?

These are just some of the basics taught at 
a nature kindergarten class that is taking the 
long-accepted European practice of learning 
in the outdoors and putting it to use locally. 

The idea of nature kindergartens has been 
part of life in Scandinavia for 50 years and 
programs have spread across Europe, Australia 
and New Zealand. But they are just catching on 
in Canada. BC’s first outdoor kindergarten at 
Sangster Elementary in Sooke started in 2012. 
It was so popular that parents who wanted their 
urban children to connect with nature lined up 
the night before to ensure their child got one 
of the 22 positions. The school follows the 
provincially-approved kindergarten curriculum, 
but students spend 2.5 hours a day outside, 
rain or shine.


