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EDGEestablished in a highly regulated world that is dominated by big players like governments and current energy providers, where well-established rules, technologies, attitudes and resources create barriers to change,” says Zietsma.
through in-depth interviews with more 

than 6 0 clean tech entrepreneurs in Bc, ontario and são paulo, Brazil, Zietsma is find-ing out how they promote their technologies to others and how they form supportive networks to advance their products and services. 

“i’d like to understand which strategies are 
most effective in attracting investors, and in changing industry conditions in favour of clean technology,” she says.

Zietsma’s project also analyzes 10 years of 
news media articles about clean technology, as well as field notes from industry confer -
ences. the analysis will help Zietsma see what response has been to the different strategies entrepreneurs have used to advance their products and services. 

undergraduate and graduate students have 
been gathering data for the media survey, conducting interviews and recording notes at conferences. “Now it’s time to dig into the data we’ve collected,” she says.

the research helps uvic’s young entrepre-
neurs succeed in the complex and fast-growing clean tech sector. “they need to think critically about the barriers they’ll face when they launch new products and services,” says Zietsma. 

“the most rewarding part of this kind of 
research is that i can learn from the experience of so many entrepreneurs and bring that knowl-edge directly into the classroom—and feed it back to the entrepreneurs that are struggling to gain acceptance for their technologies.”
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No clean path to clean tech


