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You can help. D'Arcy is looking for interview
candidates who were born and raised in Victoria.
She’s also looking for old sound recordings of
native Victorians. If you or someone you know
can help, contact her at adarcy@uvic.ca.

Do you say “/ have an idea” or “I've got an idea?”
Torontonians tend to say the former, while
British English favours the latter, says D'Arcy.
“Features like this are a great way to tap into the
linguistic map of a city, since they often operate
below the level of consciousness. We all have
ideas of what we should say, but do we know
what we actually say? More often than not, we
don't”

D'Arcy’s students benefit from direct
involvement in her research. Undergraduates
learn to conduct interviews and record results
using a custom iPod/iPad app. Graduate
students help comb through the archives

and compile information into a sophisticated
language database. “We're building a resource of
language information that all students can use
for research in the future,” says D'’Arcy.

UVic researchers were awarded more than $100
million in outside research grants and contracts
in 2010/11—more than triple the amount
achieved 10 years ago.
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