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by Peigi McGillivray This ribbon continent, which Johnston has Bsea 19q, 0B o .
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your door. That’s because the rest of BC was T 200910 - e a Pe pa
up to 3,000 kilometres south of here—closer ac Jeved 10 jeasay .

to Mexico than to Alberta.

That's the view of Dr. Stephen Johnston, a
University of Victoria geologist and an expert
in plate tectonics, who is working on one \_ J
of the most complex geological puzzles in
the world—how the western edge of North
America was formed.

“Mountain ranges occur when one continent
bumps into another, causing a ‘wrinkle’ in
the land,” he says. “But the geology of the
mountains of BC and Alberta looks more like
a train derailment than a wrinkle. There are
huge shards of land folded up against each
other—and they contain mineral deposits
unlike the surrounding land.”

Johnston believes this is evidence that what
is now the western edge of North America was
once a completely different continent—an

8,000 km-long, 500 km-wide ribbon of land ’ :
that stretched from Siberia to Mexico, separated We're going p laces.
from North America by an oceanic basin. U Mefy . fVK . a Resea C o
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