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EDGEwise
Verena Tunnicliffe has made more than 120 
manned submersible dives and led or joined 
over 50 deep-sea exploration missions around 
the world. In the process she has discovered 
more than 60 new species and several previously 
unknown seafloor communities. 

This spring, Tunnicliffe went on an expedition to the 
NW Rota-1 volcano on the Mariana Volcanic Arc, 
100 km north of Guam in the Pacific Ocean. To read 
the trip’s blog visit nwrota2009.blogspot.com/.

Tunnicliffe is project director of the cabled ocean 
observatory VENUS. You can enter the ocean 
online at www.venus.uvic.ca.

Major funding for Tunnicliffe’s work comes from 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada, the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation, BC Knowledge Development Fund 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.

UVic researchers were awarded more than $106 
million in outside research grants and contracts 
in 2007/08. This more than doubles the research 
support of five years ago.

We’re going places.
University of Victoria Research

by Peigi McGillivrayDeep-sea volcanoes that emit clouds of 

molten sulfur and droplets of liquid 

carbon dioxide. Hydrothermal vents that 

spew plumes of super-heated water and 

dissolved minerals. Neither sounds like an 

ideal place to set up house, does it?
	But an astonishing range of marine organ-

isms call these hostile and toxic environments 

home, says Dr. Verena Tunnicliffe, a marine 

biologist at the University of Victoria and 

an internationally renowned expert on the 

unusual sea life found at hydrothermal vents, 

sub-sea volcanoes and lo
cabled seafloor observatory located near 

Victoria and Vancouver that transmits live 

data to researchers around the world through 

the Internet. 
	VENUS overcomes many of the dif-

ficulties of accessing the ocean by providing 

real-time, ongoing and archival information 

about currents, temperature and chemical 

conditions, as well as sound and visual images 


