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Venn is the Canada Research Chair in Observational 
Astrophysics. She has been analysing the chemistry of 
stars for nearly a decade using the Very Large Telescope 
in Chile, the Hubble Space Telescope and the Keck 
Telescope in Hawaii, along with their high-resolution 
optical spectrographs. 

Current telescopes allow astronomers to study the 
chemistry of galaxies within 700,000 light years of our 
own Milky Way galaxy. Astronomers wanting to study 
more distant galaxies will have to wait about 10 years 
for the new 30-metre telescope (TMT) , which will probe 
10 billion light years into deep space. 
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