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Most street youth in Victoria live on less than $115 per
week, acquired from friends, family, and welfare, and
activities like panhandling, theft and selling sex or drugs.

Only nine per cent of the youth interviewed by Benoit
and Jansson had a job where they earned a wage, but
76 per cent said they had held a job in the past.

Street youth are more likely to use drugs than other
teens. Forty-two per cent of male and female street
youth said they had used crystal meth in the past six
months, compared to less than three per cent of youth
living at home.

Results of the project, titled “Risky Business?
Experiences of Street Youth,” are available online. Click




