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Upton with a computer cluster used to analyse virus genomes.
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The Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 is considered to be the 
most deadly viral outbreak in history. An estimated 50 to 
100 million people died over the course of several years.

Bacterial diseases are often easier to treat than viral 
infections. One reason for this is that viruses mutate 
faster than bacteria, so drug researchers have to 
continually design new drugs to combat them.

Although the genome of viruses are quite small—the 
smallpox virus, for example, has 200 genes compared 
to several thousand in bacteria and 30-50,000 in 
humans—the function of many viral genes is still 
poorly understood.

UVic science and engineering researchers lead all 
comprehensive universities in Canada in size and 
number of science and medical grants per faculty 
member.

We’re going places.
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