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We’ve all seen them by the roadside— 
impromptu shrines of flowers, crosses, 

photos and messages of grief from friends and 
loved ones. It’s a heartbreaking sight, especially 
when the car crash being memorialized involved 
teenagers and alcohol.

	Today’s teens have grown up with two warn-
ings drilled into them—don’t drink and drive, 
and don’t get into a car with a driver who has 
been drinking. So why do so many of them con-
tinue to be injured or killed in alcohol-related car 
crashes? 

Dr. Bonnie Leadbeater, a psychologist with 
the University of Victoria’s Centre for Youth and 
Society, is looking for answers. She’s working 
with the Vancouver Island Health Authority 
(VIHA) and the Island Regional Coroner’s Office 
to find out why teens continue to be involved in 
alcohol-related car accidents.

The goal of the “Alternatives to Roadside 
Memorials Project” is to come up with more 
effective messaging for teens to prevent more 
tragedies—and the roadside memorials that 
inevitably follow.


