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s an answer to Canada’s future
energy needs lying under the
seafloor off the B.C. coast?
It’s very possible, says UVic
marine geophysicist Dr. Ross

Chapman, who has s alBtadium.

Methane hydrates are believed
to be twice as numerous as the

world’s known coal and natural gas
deposits. Hundreds of deposit sites
have been identified beneath the
seafloor off the coasts of Japan,
India and Costa Rica, among
others, although the technology to
tap into them doesn’t yet exist.
“We know from previous
research that there are deposits

under the seafloor all along the B.C.

coast,” says Chapman, who uses
acoustic techniques such as sonar
to “see” what lies beneath. “These
Barkley Canyon deposits are the
largest visible ones we’ve found.
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