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Instructor: Dr. Chris Goto-Jones (he/him) (chrisgotojones@uvic.ca) (please call me Chris!) 
Office Hours: Monday 12-13:00 and Thursday 13.00-14.00 (online by appointment) 
(book via Calendy: hNps://calendly.com/chrisgotojones/office-hours



Course Descrip,on 
This course explores a range of approaches to the modern 



Course Logis,cs 
This will be in-person.  This means that most of the classes will be held in COR B107. For 



that all the slots might already be booked.  It’s much be[er to make an appointment.  All relevant links will 



Course Schedule (provisional) 
 
Orien,ng the field 
 
In these opening sessions of the course we’ll consider some of the most intriguing ques=ons o>en asked of 
philosopher of the environment: what is the point in 





Kris,n Andrews, ‘What is it Like to be a Crab?’ AEON, 2023, h[ps://aeon.co/essays/are-we-ready-
to-study-consciousness-in-crabs-and-the-like 
Strachan Donnelley, ‘How and Why Animals Ma[er,’ in ILAR Journal, 40:1 (1999), pp.22-28 

 
The world and worldviews 
 
In this third part of the course, we’ll be exploring some of the grand philosophical issues around human 
orienta=ons towards the world.  What does the world mean to humans?  What even is the difference 
between humans and other-than-humans?  Is there such a thing as more-than-human and, if so, what 
does that mean for our understanding and prac=ce of ‘humanity.’  Is human a verb? 
 
Week Seven (Oct 15, 16, 18): what’s it like to be other-than-human? 
greening the self and speaking for the animals 
 

Mandatory: 
Joanna Macy, ‘World as Lover, World as Self,’ and ‘Greening the Self,’ in Arnold Kotler (ed), 
Engaged Buddhist Reader. Berkeley: Parallax Press, 1996, pp.150-180 
 
Op=onal: 
Mary Midgley, ‘Individualism and the Concept of Gaia.’ And ‘The Unity of Life.’ In The Essen=al 
Mary Midgley. London: Routledge, 2005, pp.349-358, 373-378 
Kris,n Andrews, ‘What is it Like to be a Crab?’ AEON, 2023, h[ps://aeon.co/essays/are-we-ready-
to-study-consciousness-in-crabs-and-the-like 

 
SECOND REFLECTIVE ASSIGNMENT ISSUED ON 16 OCT (DUE 25 OCT) 

!



Whi[, Roberts, Norman, Grieves, ‘Indigenous Perspec,ves,’ in Dale Jamieson (ed), Blackwell 
Companion to Environmental Philosophy. Oxford: Blackwell, 2001, pp.3-20. 

 
Week Ten (Nov 5, 6, 8):  the zen of being in space 
overview effects, buddhist experiences, and unity with … everything (



Carl Anthony, ‘Ecopsychology and the Deconstruc,on of Whiteness,’ in Roszak, Gomes & Kanner 
(eds), Ecopsycholgy: Restoring the Earth, Healing the Mind. SF: Sierra Club Books, 1995, pp.263-278. 

 
FINAL ASSIGNMENT ISSUED ON 22 NOV (DUE 11 DEC) 

 
Week Thirteen (Nov 26, 27, 29): reviewing the themes and ques,ons 
 
Week Fourteen (last class Dec 3): [Wed 4th is Na,onal Day of Remembrance and Ac,on on Violence 
Against Women – no 


