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Ethics of War, Violence and Terrorism 
 
Dr. Cindy Holder    Office Hours:  Tuesdays 1 pm-2 pm 
clholder@uvic.ca       
           
Course Description  
This course engages with contemporary approaches to and selected topics in the ethics 
of war and other forms of political violence.  The material covered in this course includes 
case studies and descriptions of experiences of war, group-based violence and other 
human rights abuses.  For this reason you should be prepared to engage with difficult 
and disturbing materials.   
 This course is reading-intensive and it requires a good deal of writing as well. It is 
very important that you keep up with the readings as we go along.  The ideal is to do the 
readings in time to be able to ask questions during lectures. 
 
Texts 
• Laura Sjoberg Gender, Justice and the Wars in Iraq: A Feminist Reformulation of Just 

War Theory (Rowman & Littlefield, 2006) (SJOBERG) 
• Adil Ahmad Haque, Law and Morality at War (Oxford, 2017). (HAQUE) 
• Brightspace Coursepack (BCP)  
 
Evaluation 
Quizzes       2.5% 
 5 @ 0.5% 
 pass/fail 
 dates available in Brightspace  
 
1-page reflection relating readings to current events  7.5%  
 5 @ 1.5% 
 due Thursdays at 11:59 pm 
 must use readings from the week in which completed 
 
Take-Home Assignments (3 in total)    60% 
    Assignment #1 @ 25% (available Feb 16, due Feb 20) 
    Assignment #2 @ 25% (available  , due
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Kam-por Yu, “Confucian Views on War as Seen in the Gongyang Commentary on the 
Spring and Autumn Annals”, Dao: a Journal of Comparative Philosophy, 9:1 (2010), 97–
111. (BCP) 
 
Yi-Ming Yu, “Military ethics of Xunzi: Confucianism confronts war”, Comparative 
Strategy, 35:4 (2016), 260-273. (BCP) 
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Frederick Schneider and Tilman Brück, "The Economics of Counterterrorism: A Survey" 
Journal of Economic Surveys 29:1 (2015), 131-157. (BCP) 
 
 
Lars Waldorf, “Getting the Gunpowder Out of Their Heads: The Limits of Rights-Based 
DDR”, Human Rights Quarterly 35:3 (2013), 701-719. (BCP) 
 

 
7-9 page page essay due April 11 before midnight   

   


