PHIL 336 AO1
Spring 2023
Philosophy of Law

Dr. Cindy Holder Office Hours: Thursdays 12:30pm-2pm
clholder@uvic.ca

Course Description

This is an introductory course in the philosophy of law. The principal goal is to give you
an overview of the central philosophical issues that arise in the generation, operation
and application of laws. The course readings focus on: the nature of law and legal
reasoning; theories of law; theories of rights; how international law differs from and
relates to national law; and how social justice considerations can and should shape the
law.

This course is reading-intensive and it requires a good deal of writing as well. It is
very important that you keep up witl 6ne.6 (t)53you



Please note that all tests, the essay assignment sheet and all lecture notes and teaching
materials posted to Brightspace are the intellectual property of myself and the University
of Victoria. Do not circulate course materials or post them to note-sharing sites
without my permission. Posting course materials to note
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Theories of Interpretation

Feb 16

Edward Levi, “An Introduction to Legal Reasoning” (M&B)
Monsanto v. Schmeiser (BCP)

Feb 20-24 READING BREAK

Feb 27

Richard Posner, “The Economic Approach to Law” (M&B)
Monsanto v. Schmeiser (BCP)

Assignment #2 Available Feb 27, Due Mar 7 before midnight

Mar 2-9
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