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PHIL311 (Spring 2023) 
Existentialist Thinkers & Thought 

 

ESCAPE 

 
 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. Chris Goto-Jones (he/him/his) (chrisgotojones@uvic.ca)  
Office Hours: Mondays, Thursdays 12:30-13:20 (Zoom booking link is on brightspace) 
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Course Description 
 
Organized loosely around the theme of ‘escape’ – into or out of the self – this course is an exploration of 
Existentialism and Existentialist thinkers with an emphasis on figures who are less commonly located at the 
centre of this important philosophical tradition.  Rather than focussing mainly on Husserl, Heidegger, and 
Sartre (although they will appear, especially near the start), this course is interested in some of the way 
that the Existentialist tradition responded to and developed upon their work, taking it into new and vibrant 
directions.  Hence, after a short period of introduction both to the idea of ‘escape’ and to the basic contours 
of Existentialism, the course starts in earnest with the (very challenging) work of Emmanuel Levinas, ‘On 
Escape,’
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Course materials 
 
Given the diversity of the material, there is no single textbook for this course.  Nearly all of the readings are 
available electronically through UVic libraries – 
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My default platform for office hours will be Zoom, Mondays and Thursdays 12:30-13:20 am, but if that does 
not work for you, please feel free to email me in advance to suggest an alternative time and/or platform. 
Office hours will require pre-booking via Calendly (link to follow).  If you don’t make an appointment, you 
are welcome to sit in the Zoom waiting room until I become free, but please keep in mind that all the slots 
might already be booked.  All relevant links will be posted on Brightspace. 
 
Evaluation 
 
You are expected to maintain high standards of respect and academic integrity throughout this course. 
Discussion is essential to learning in this course, and it relies upon an atmosphere of trust. Everyone present 
should feel safe to express their views, which also means that everyone present is responsible for ensuring 
that they exercise academic freedom (rather than merely freedom of speech), treating each other 
respectfully and supportively. 
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Grades 
 
Grades will be given as percentile marks.  
Per UVic grading rubric, the percentile mark for the course will be converted to a letter grade in the following 
manner: 
A+ = 90 - 100, A = 85 - 89, A- = 80 - 84, B+ = 77 - 79, B = 73 - 76, B- = 70 - 72, C+ = 65 - 69, C = 60 - 64, D = 
50 - 59, F = 0 - 49.  

• The A range means exceptional, outstanding and excellent performance.  
• A grade in the B range means a very good, good and solid performance.  
• A grade in the C+ or C range means satisfactory, or minimally satisfactory, performance.  
• A grade of D or D- indicates merely passable or marginal performance.  
• An F indicates unsatisfactory performance. 

 
The full UVic grading rubric is provided in the Appendix to this syllabus. In the instance that it differs from 
this text, the UVic rubric takes precedence. 
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SCHEDULE 
 
 
Week 1:  Monday 10 Jan – Friday 13 Jan: Introduction to existentialism and escape 
 

Jose Luis Reissig, ‘What are we to do with our enclosures.’ In Hilda Baloquin (ed.), 



! (!

the engagement with a concept of nothingness at the heart of being.  Nothing as an escape from 
the self.  As in the previous part, we will work towards being able to read Nishitani in his own 
words (in week 8). 

 
Week 5: Tuesday 7 Feb – Friday 10 Feb: The Kyoto School’s Embrace of Nothingness 

Bret Davis, ‘Nothing Matters.’ The Philosopher 109:1 
(https://www.thephilosopher1923.org/davis) 

 
Week 6:  Tuesday 14 Feb – Friday 17 Feb: Beyond Nothingness 

Yasuo Deguchi, ‘Nishitani on Emptiness and Nothingness.’ In Liu & Berger (eds), 
Nothingness in Asian Philosophy. Routledge, 2014 (chapter 20) 
 
Optional: 
Fred Dallmayr, ‘Nothingness and Śūnyatā: A Comparison of Heidegger and 
Nishitani.’ Philosophy East and West, 42/1 (1992), pp.37–48. doi:10.2307/1399690 

 
First assignment due – 17 February 

 
Week 7:  READING BREAK – NO 
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APPENDIX: UVIC GRADING RUBRIC 
 
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/index.php#/policy/S1AAgoGuV?bc=true&bcCurrent=14%20-%2
0Grading&bcItemType=policies 

A primary purpose of evaluation and grading is to further effective teaching and learning. Any practices 
which assign a predetermined percentage of students a specific grade, that is, a certain percentage get A, 
another percentage get B and so on, without regard to individual achievement are prohibited. 
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Failing Grades 
Grade Grade Point 

Value 
Percentage* Description 

will be offered and if the percentage range varies when assessment 
techniques are announced at the beginning of the course. 

F 
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Grade notes 
Grade 
note 

Grade 
Point 
Value 

Percentage* Description 

AEG 


