
 1 

 
!

 
PHIL 261 (Fall 2023) 

 
Philosophy of Religion 

 
 

 
!
!"#$%&'$(%)*+%,*-.%/#*0($(12("3#*4.35./67*4'.%/#8($(9("3#:&;/','<7**
=3<'./"8*>##/#$<"$)*?3@.<A<A<$/B*C<A<.*4#<A<.%3D3#:86</A,'(67*
EFF/'3*G(&%#)*?("H<D*IJ)KL1IK)JL*<"H*=.&%#H<D*IJ,KL1IK,JL*=M-*4N((@/"8*A/"@*$(*F(AA(O7*
-A<##*!"F(%6<$/(")*=&3#H<DB*P3H"3#H<DB*Q%/H<D*<$*II,KL1IJ,JL*4("*R((67*
-(&%#3*P3N#/$3)*=.%(&8.*M%/8.$#S<'3,*.$$S)55N%/8.$,&;/','<**
*
Readings available through the course website – all available electronically when on campus network. 
Links to academic support and other services available through course site. 
 
If you notice any accessibility issues with respect to this class, please let me know.  If they are within my power, I will 
do my best to solve them,* !"*83"3%<AB* $.(&8.B* !*O(&AH*<A#(*3"'(&%<83*<"D*#$&H3"$#*O.(*6/8.$*N3"3F/$* F%(6*$.3/%*
#3%;/'3#*$(*%38/#$3%*O/$.*$.3*-3"$%3*F(%*>''3##/NA3*T3<%"/"8*4OOO,&;/','<5#3%;/'3#5'<A57B*O.3%3*<''(66(H<$/("#*<"H*
($.3%*#&SS(%$*'<"*N3*#(&8.$,*



 2 

-(&%#3*+3#'%/S$/("*
*
=./#*'(&%#3*/#*<"*/"$%(H&'$/("*$(*$.3*S./A(#(S.D*(F*%3A/8/("*$(H<D,**>A$.(&8.*$%<H/$/("<A*'(&%#3#*(F*$./#*@/"H*/"*UP3#$3%"V*
&"/;3%#/$/3#*.<;3*$3"H3H*$(*F('&#*<A6(#$*3"$/%3AD*&S("*>N%<.<6/'*%3A/8/("#*<"H*$.3(A(8DB*$./#*'(&%#3*O/AA*<SS%(<'.*
U%3A/8/("V* /"*<*6(%3* /"'A&#/;3*<"H* A3##*W&%(1'3"$%/'*6<""3%,* *G3"'3B* $.3*'(&%#3*O/AA*'("#/H3%*O.<$* $.3*'<$38(%D*(F*
U%3A/8/("V*6/8.$*<'$&<AAD*3"$</AB*'("#/H3%/"8*<*%<"83*(F*'<#3#*F%(6*<%(&"H*$.3*O(%AH,**!*6<@3*"(*'A</6#*$.<$*$./#*'(&%#3*
/#*3X.<&#$/;3)*$.3%3*<%3*F<%*$((*6<"D*%3A/8/(&#*$%<H/$/("#*/"*$.3*O(%AH*F(%*$.36*<AA*$(*<SS3<%*/"*<"D*/"H/;/H&<A*'(&%#3B*
<A$.(&8.*<AA*(F*$.36*<%3*6(%3*$.<"*O(%$.D*(F*(&%*<$$3"$/(",*
*
Y<$.3%*$.<"*N3/"8*F%<63H*<%(&"H*$.3*'3"$%<A*Z&3#$/("*(F*U0(HBV*$./#*'(&%#3*O/AA*'("#/H3%*.(O*$.3*S./A(#(S.D*(F*%3A/8/("*
<$$3"H#*$(*/##&3#*#&'.*<#*N3A/3FB*F</$.B*%3<#("B*3XS3%/3"'3B*<"H*S%<'$/'3,**!"*S<%$/'&A<%B*$.3*'(&%#3*O/AA*'("#/H3%*#(63*
(F*$.3*O<D#*/"*O./'.*%3A/8/(&#*$%<H/$/("#*F%(6*(&$#/H3*$.3*2&H3(1





 4 

*
=.3*6/H$3%6*<##/8"63"$*O/AA*N3*(S3"1N((@*F(%6<$,**i(&*O/AA*%3'3/;3*<*A/#$*(F*Z&3#$/("#*$O(*O33@#*N3F(%3*$.3*H3<HA/"3,**
Q%(6*$./#*A/#$*D(&*O/AA*<"#O3%*$O(*O/$.*<SS%(X,*dcL*O(%H#*3<'.,**=.3*6/H$3%6*O/AA*<HH%3##*$(S/'#*F%(6*$.3*F/%#$*.<AF*
(F*$.3*'(&%#3,*
*
i(&%*O(%@*O/AA*N3*<##3##3H*(")*/$#*%3A3;<"'3*$(*$.3*$.363#*<"H*6<$3%/<A#*(F*$.3*'(&%#3\*/$#*<''&%<$3*&#3*(F*#(&%'3#\*/$#*
'(.3%3"'3B*#(S./#$/'<$/("*<"H*S3%#&<#/;3"3##\*$.3*'(";/"'/"8"3##*<"H*3FF3'$/;3"3##*(F*D(&%*<%8&63"$*<"H*O%/$/"8,**
g3%#("<A*%3FA3'$/("*<"H*3"8<8363"$*/#*3"'(&%<83H,*
*
l*Q/"<A*<##/8"63"$)*cLm*1*H3<HA/"3)*Q%/H<D*n*+3'36N3%B*JK)ce*
*
=.3*F/"<A*<##/8"63"$*O/AA*N3*(S3"1





 6 

 
Week 8:  Tuesday 24 October – Friday 27 October: 4)&5#&'%#A7$5!(&-#&"0#'%-!/!*,$#%@6%'!%"(%$1 
 

Jerome Gellman, “Mysticism and Religious Experience,” in William Wainwright (ed), E)%#F@+*'0#
G&"0=**D#*+#8)!-*$*6)7#*+#9%-!/!*", (28 pages) 
!
12&,%+1!&'%!A!BC!-D9;EFG!HHIJK8L!
 

Week 9:   Tuesday 31 October – Friday 1 November: +&!5)C#&(5!*"C#&"0#&(5!*"#5)&5#!$">5#H#&(5!*" 
 

Julianne Chung, “Faith, reason, and the paradox of 4,I4%! in the J),&"/K!,” in Sikka & Peetush, 
Ch. 7 (22 pages) 

 
 
Week 10:  Tuesday 7 November – Friday 10 November: 5)%#6-&(%#*+#(*"5%A6-&5!*"#!"#6)!-*$*6)7#*+#'%-!/!*"#
 

Erin McCarthy, “Between Faith and Reason: feminist contemplative pedagogy,” in Sikka & 
Peetush, Ch. 12 (18 pages) 

 
)*+,!4-'+/! )$2(-"-)$5!-4!+%(232-.!,-&*5!
 
Week 11:  Tuesday 14 November – Friday 17 November: 
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