
PHIL 225 (A02): Death and Dying | 







Course Schedule: Students will be notified of any changes on the course website and in class. 
Welcome! W1: Sept. 7 Welcome! No readings. 

 
What is Death, & 
Is it Bad? 

W2: Sept. 11 Arthur Caplan, “Death: An Evolving, Normative Concept” 
Susana Monsó, “What Animals Think of Death” 

 W2: Sept. 14 Epicurus, Letter to Menoeceus 
 

 W3: Sept. 18 Thomas Nagel, “Death”; Suggested: Amy Olberding, “Is 
the Death of an Elder Worse than the Death of a Young 
Person?” 

 W3: Sept. 21 Amelie Rorty, “Fearing Death” 
 

 W4: Sept. 25 Lori Gruen, “Death as a Social Harm” 
Resisting Death W4: Sept. 28 Martha Nussbaum, “Aging, Stigma, and Disgust” 

September Class Reflection due by Oct. 1, 11:59pm 
 

 W5: Oct. 2 Christopher Wareham, “How Can Life-Extending 
Treatments be Available for All?” 

 W5: Oct. 5 Stephen Cave, “Frozen Dead Guys” 
 

 W6: Oct. 9 THANKSGIVING. 
Choosing to Die W6: Oct. 12 James Rachels, “Active and Passive Euthanasia” 

Close Reading Assignment due Oct. 13, 11:59pm. 
 

 W7: Oct. 16 Hane Htut Maung, “Externalist Arguments against 
Medical Assistance in Dying for Psychiatric Illness” 

Thoughts in the 
Face of Death 

W7: Oct. 19 Audre Lorde, “The Transformation of Silence into 
Language and Action” 
 

 W8: Oct. 23 Luc Bovens, “Secular Hopes in the Face of Death” 
Respecting the Dead W8: Oct. 26 Val Plumwood, “Toward a Food-Based Approach to 

Death” 
 

 W9: Oct. 30 ESSAY WRITING WORKSHOP. 
October Class Reflection due by Nov. 1, 11:59pm.




