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Philosophy 100 (A02): Introduction to Philosophy 
 

(CRN = 13765 [Fall 2023]) 
 

General Course Information & Schedule (Fall Semester) 
 

1. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Instructor:      David Scott 
Classroom Location:  CLE A127 
Class Meeting Times:  Mon & Thurs, 8:30 am – 9:50 am. 
Instructor’s Office:   CLE B320 
Office Hours:     Tues. & Wed. 9:30 – 10:30 (Zoom, by appointment) 
Telephone:      250-721-7517 
Email:       djfscott@uvic.ca 
 
ABOUT THIS COURSE: 
 
This full-year (i.e., two semesters: Fall and Spring) course is intended to provide students with 
a wide-ranging introduction to the main areas of philosophy and to some of the main 
philosophers in the Western tradition. Students will be introduced to basic philosophical 
worldviews and classical questions concerning, e.g., the reality and nature of the universe, the 
mind, the self, God, ethics or the nature of goodness and evil. In the first semester (September 
to December) the course focuses on basic questions in metaphysics (theory of the nature of 
reality) and epistemology (theory of knowledge); whereas in the second semester (January to 
April) the course focuses on more on questions of value (ethics, meaning of life, philosophy 
of religion). 
 
TEXT AND COURSE MATERIAL: 
 
The readings for this course are available free through the course’s Brightspace site. You can 
find them by going first to the “Course Tools” menu, and then selecting “Course Reserves”. 
There you will find all the required readings for the first semester of this course. They are 
arranged according to the weekly class schedule (below). 
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or two questions will be assigned ahead of the class in which the reading is to be discussed, 
and it will be due the day before that class. Submission will be through Brightspace. 
 
These reflection paragraphs are designed to test that you have done the reading for the class 
ahead of time, and to help prepare you for the class lecture/discussion. Your reflection 
paragraphs will be graded by a graduate student in the philosophy department. (All other 
work in this course, i.e., all tests and essays, will be graded the course instructor.) It is 
extremely easy to get great marks in these paragraphs: if you demonstrate a good faith effort 
to answer these questions, and if you manage to hand in all of your answers, you’ll get 
yourself a very easy 10% for this course, and in all likelihood your overall course experience 
will be significantly enhanced. 
 
d) In this course you can assume that all essay or exam topics are intended to test you on the 
material covered in class, as it has been covered there. You are of course permitted and 
encouraged to supplement class discussion of the subject with outside material, but the 
minimum expectation is that you deal with the material covered in class, and that you address 
the points raised there about that material. This does not mean that for tests and essays you are 
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I stress that the order of these criteria is not absolute. Thus, sometimes less important criteria 
will be given more weight than more important ones. For instance, a student’s use and 
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(c) In general tests and essays are returned within two weeks of submission. Tests and 
essays are returned in class, not through Brightspace. When graded work is returned to 
you it will frequently be annotated with comments. If you wish to discuss your work with 
me, please read those comments first. To give you a chance to do this, as a matter of 
policy I do not discuss work on the same day as it is returned. 
 
(d) In cases when I return graded work in class and students are not there to receive it, it is up 
to those absent students to claim their work: I am not responsible for tracking down absent 
students to deliver them their work. Once I have returned graded work in class, I continue to 
bring that work to class (usually for about the next three classes), so that students continue to 
have the opportunity to claim it. After that, however, any unclaimed work is obtainable only 
by in-person appointment with me. Finally, I will not be available to discuss any work that 
has gone unclaimed by the time lectures have finished and the examination period has begun. 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS / MISSED TESTS: 
 
Late assignments will be accepted without penalty only with medical or other compelling 
reason. Otherwise, late assignments will be accepted with penalty (of a reduction of 5% of the 
assessed grade of the paper per working or non-working day or part thereof, up to a maximum 
of 4 days [including weekend days]). After 4 days late papers will not be accepted. Missed 
tests can be made up, but only with medical or other compelling reason. Please note: this 
policy concerning late assignments does not apply to the reflection paragraphs that are the 
basis of your class participation grade. Those paragraphs will be accepted late, with 10% 
penalty, and only if the assigned topic has not yet been covered in class. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Office hours will be conducted synchronously (by Zoom), and there will be a total of two 
office hours per week dedicated specifically to this course. Because of demand (especially 
near test days or essay due-dates), if you wish to see me during office hours you need to make 
an appointment well ahead of time. To set up a meeting with me in my office hours, contact 
me either in class or by email, and I will send you the Zoom link for the appointment. 
 
To get the most out of your appointment, it’s best to come prepared with specific questions 
about the course material. 
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Under the heading of “Attendance”, Vic’s Undergraduate Calendar states the following: 
“Students are expected to attend all classes in which they are enrolled.” The full policy 
statement in the calendar is here: 
 
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/index.php#/policy/ryNResf_E?bc=true&bcCurre
nt=03%20%20Attendance&bcGroup=Undergraduate%20Academic%20Regulations&bcI
temType=policies. 
 
In this course class attendance will be required for students wishing to discuss class 
content during office hours. While students are welcomed and encouraged to come to 
office hours to discuss class content, to do so students need first to have attended class, or 
at least to have listened to the recordings of the relevant missed class(es) that are posted 
on Brightspace. 
 
Class attendance is extremely important in this course when it comes to evaluation, 
because you can assume that all forms of testing adopted in this course will focus on the 
material covered in class. The minimum expectation in all forms of evaluation is that you 
deal with the material covered in class, and that you address the points raised there about 
that material. This does not mean that for essays you are expected merely to repeat the in-
class proceedings; nor does it mean that you cannot look to external sources for guidance. 
What it does mean is that in any and all assignments you need to take explicit account of 
the texts and passages covered in class and to do justice to the in-class discussions of 
them. Obviously, the best way to ensure that you meet those requires is to attend class. 
As for use of external sources (i.e., s e
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frequently unacknowledged fact of the classroom that if you have a question or comment, 
it’s highly likely that others have the same one too. So, go ahead and ask your question, 
or make your comment: it helps me, you, and your classmates. If, however, you are more 
reserved but still have comments or questions, please come see me during office hours. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES AND CLASS POLICIES: 
 
a) Emailing me: Because of problems with SPAM and viruses transmitted by email, I have to 
request that whenever you email me you make sure to put something in the “subject” line of 
your email to identify you as a student in this course. If you don’t do this, and I don’t 
recognize your name, I will delete your email without opening it. 
 
In addition to this, I would greatly appreciate it if you observed the (still) standard 
courtesy of beginning your emails with a salutation, e.g., “Dear Dr. Scott”, “Hello Dr. 
Scott”, etc. (as opposed to, e.g., “Hey Dave” or “Dude”, which is too informal). Use of 
formal salutation is social etiquette rooted in the recognition that people are not simply 
inanimate objects (like ATM machines), but should be addressed before being spoken to. 
After all, unlike ATM machines, humans have the option to respond, so it’s wise to ask 
them nicely. 
 
b) Coming late to class: The classroom is a work environment. It can be a distraction when 
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WEEK 3 (Classes 4 & 5: Sept. 18 & 21) 
 
4. Mon. Sept. 18  - Plato, Meno [pdf]. Doctrine of the Forms (Reality). 
 
5. Thurs. Sept. 21 - Aristotle, Categories [pdf]. Theory of Substance (Reality). 
 

WEEK 4 (Classes 6 & 7: Sept. 25 & 28) 
 
6. Mon. Sept. 25  - 




