
PHIL 535 A01 (CRN 22426) 
 

International Human Rights 
 
Dr. Cindy Holder        Office Hours:   Mon 3:00-4:00 pm 
(250) 721-7516          or by appointment 
clholder@uvic.ca 
 
Course Description: This course introduces key concepts and theories in international human 
rights. The readings focus on ethical and theoretical issues raised by the international human rights 
law and practices.  The assignments and course material are designed to give you a basic 
understanding of international human rights concepts, legal regimes and institutions, and to enable 
you to apply the concepts and theoretical frameworks studied to contemporary events and cases.  

This course is taught in a seminar format.  You are expected to do the readings in advance and to 
come to class ready to ask questions and contribute to discussion. 
 
Evaluation: 
1 page response to readings (5@2% each)a   5%  

Due by 10 am on Thurs of the week in which the readings are assigned 
 
10-12 page paperb      30% DUE Feb 11 

Must be based around one of the readings from the first half of the course 
 

Group presentation of a case studyc   15%  
Scheduled during the last two weeks. Case study chosen by the group.  

    
18-20 page research paperd     50% DUE April 15 

Topic open-ended but must relate to international human rights. May be based on the 
case study covered in group presentation but does not have to be.  May draw on material 
from 10-12 

 fcC)p(07 CM)3wC-03Cm-M3,CMpC-C
2-Y42(2CpkCnygx C
 

aAbout the 1-page responses: Responses should not be more than 1 page double-spaced and 
should discuss an issue, argument or topic from the readings of the week in which they are 
handed in. Responses are due by 10 am of the Thursday of the week in which the readings are 
assigned. 
 
aAbout the 10-12 page paper: The topic of this term paper must be drawn from at least one of the 
readings covered in the first five weeks of class (i.e., readings from the week of Feb 7 or earlier ). 
  
cAbout the Group Presentations: The last two weeks will feature group 
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pp. 200-234 (chapter 7). 
 
Abdullahi A. An-Nai’im, “The Legal Protection of Rights in Africa: How to Do More With Less” in 
<)=2/'B,A607E'@$/-1807H'@$/01707H'@$/0,/A1/-,17H A. Sarat and T. R. Kearns, eds. Univerisity of 
Michigan Press: Ann Arbor, MI, 2002, pp 89-116. 
 
Feb 7, 10   
Shannon Speed, B,A607',/'B1*1++,$/E'./&,A1/$)7'J0%)AA+1'2/&'<)=2/'B,A607',/'@6,2827. 
Stanford University Press: Stanford, CA, 2008, pp. 38-56 (chapter 2). 
 
Mark Goodale, “Human rights and moral agency” in <)=2/'B,A607E'C61'<2%&'K)170,$/7, 
C.Holder and D. Reidy, eds. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK, 2013, pp.418-435. 
 
Balakrishnan Rajagopal, ./01%/20,$/2+'324'#%$='L1+$4E'>1?1+$8=1/0H'J$-,2+'M$?1=1/07'2/&'
C6,%&'N$%+&'B17,702/-1'Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 2003, p 233-271 (chapter 8). 
 
Hannah Miller, “From ‘rights-based’ to ‘rights-framed’ approaches: a social constructionist view of 
human rights practice”, ./01%/20,$/2+';$)%/2+'$#'<)=2/'B,A607 14:6 (2010), 915-931 
 

7-9 page paper due Feb 11 
 
Feb 14, 17  
Sally Engle Merry, “Measuring the World: Indicators, Human Rights and Global Governance”, 
@)%%1/0':/06%$8$+$A9 52:3 (2011), S83-S95. 
 
Mark Franke, “Refugee registration as foreclosure of the freedom to move: the virtualisation of 
refugees' rights within maps of international protection”, I/?,%$/=1/0'2/&'(+2//,/A'>E'J$-,109'
2/&'J82-1 27 (2009), 352-369. 
 
Steffen Jensena, Tobias Kelly, Kocha Andersen, Catrine Christiansen and Jeevan Raj Sharma, 
“Torture and Ill-Treatment Under Perceived: Human Rights Documentation and the Poor”, <)=2/'
B,A607'K)2%01%+9 39:2 (2017), 393-415. 
 
A. Sarfaty, “Measuring Justice: Internal Conflict over the World Bank’s Empirical Approach to 
Human Rights” in M,%%$%7'$#';)70,-1E'324'2/&'($41%',/'061'($70O@$+&'N2%'I%2, K.M. Clarke and 
M. Goodale, eds. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK,  pp. 131-170 (chapter 6). 
 
Feb 21-Feb 25   Reading Break 
 
Feb 28, Mar 3    
Galit Eileen Pittaway, Linda Bartolomei and Richard Hugman, “‘Stop Stealing Our Stories’: The 
Ethics of Research with Vulnerable Groups”, ;$)%/2+'$#'<)=2/'B,A607'(%2-0,-1'2:2 (2010), 229-
251. 
 
Tshepo Madlingozi, “On Transitional Justice Entrepreneurs and the Production of Victims”, 
;$)%/2+'$#'<)=2/'B,A607'(%2-0,-1 2:2 (2010), 208-228. 
 
Cheryl Lawther, “Heroes and hierarchies: the celebration and censure of victimhood in transitional 
justice”, ./01%/20,$/2+';$)%/2+'$#'<)=2/'B,A607'(2021). 
 
Mar 7, 10   
Dinah Shelton, “Environmental Rights and Brazil’s Obligations in the Inter-American System”, 
P1$%A1'N276,/A0$/'./01%/20,$/2+'324'B1?,14 40 (2009), 733-777. 
 
Catherine Nolin and Jacqui Stephens, “We Have to Protect the Investors: ‘Development’ & the 
Canadian Mining Companies in Guatemala”, ;$)%/2+'$#'B)%2+'2/&'@$==)/,09'>1?1+$8=1/0 5:3 
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(2010), 37-70. 
 
Rob Nixon, J+$4'Q,$+1/-1'2/&'061'I/?,%$/=1/02+,7='$#'061'($$%5'Harvard University Press 
(Cambridge, MA), 2011, pp. 1-44 (Introduction). 
 
Mar 14, 17, 21   
 
Johanna Higgs, M,++,02%,R1&'S$)06E'C61'@6,+&%1/'$#'061'G:B@ Palgrave Macmillan: Cham, 2020,   
pp. 11-44 (chapter 2). 
 


