PHIL 337 AO1 January — April 2022
CRN# 22415 TWEF: 1:30pm — 2:20pm

Ethics: Theory and Practice

Instructor: Scott Woodcock

Office: CLE B316
Phone: 472-4462
Email: woodcock@uvic.ca

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10am — 11am

Course Description

This course is an introduot to normative ethical theory éthe respective strengths of
competing ethical theories when they are ptd practice. We will look at the four most
prominent traditions in contemporary analygitilosophy: Utilitarianism, Social Contract
Theory, Kantian Ethics and Virtue Ethics. In each case, we will study a major historical
source of the tradition (i.e. J.S. Mill, Hobb&gnt and Aristotle). We will then examine
current articulations of the triign as it is represented in th
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Grading System

Percentage Letter | Grade Grade Definition
Grade| Point
90-100 | A+

9
An A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is technicadlyperior, shows
85— 89 A 8 mastery of the subject rter, and in the case of an A+ offers original
7
6

insight and/or goes beyond course expectations. Normally achieved by a
minority of students.

80 -84 A-

77 —-79 B+ A B+, B, or B- is earnetly work that indicates good comprehension
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A Note on Diversity:

You might notice that our higtical readings are 100% édd white men”, and you might
wonder, “Why we don’t read more women arah-European philosophers?” It's a fair
guestion, and here are some initial answers:

1. This course introduces students to a threagtlutal theory that is grounded in work
from Ancient Greece and European enlighteninieinking, but it should not be taken
to be theonly valuable thread in the history of fdgophy. It is a thread best studied
comprehensively as a linked retive, but it is one among many.

2. | obviously believe this thread of philgshical thought is worth studying, but | also
encourage students to take ®g at Uvic that explore alternative perspectives. For
example, courses imdigenous Studie@S 200A; Indigenous Studies Foundations)
andGender Studie€GNDR 330; Feminist Thought, Pastd Present) would nicely
complement our study of normagiethics in Western philosophy.

3. The fact that there are $sw women and persons ofloar on our reading list isot
because they are less philosophically soplattit than men! It is because Western
civilization has a long history of gendesdiimination, racism, and colonialism that
excluded women and persons of colour from the formal study of philosophy.

4. There is still much work to be donertake philosophy fully inclusive for members
of disadvantaged groups, but remember theggde our historicadources) there are
manydistinguished philosophers today whe aromen, persons of colour, members
of the LGBTQ+ community and disabledrpens. Students who identify with these
groups can take inspiration from the facttthese contemporargle models exist.

If you have further concerns about diversityour course or suggestions for how it may
be more effectively promoted, pado not hesitate to contact me.

Schedule of Readings and Assignments

Material should be read before the claswinch it is discussed. Contemporary readings
are available vi&rightspace Access the readings earlyaweoid technical problems.
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Mar. 4 Immanuel KantGroundwork for the Metaphysics of Moralpp. 83 — 93]

Mar. 8 Todd CalderKant and Degrees of Wrongness
Mar. 9 Zi Lin: Bodily Violence, Agency, and Animals

Mar. 11 | Lucy Allais: Kant's Racism

Mar. 15 | Philippa FootThe Problem of Abortion and the Doctrine of the Double Effe¢t
Mar. 16 | Judith Jarvis Thomsoihe Trolley Problem

Mar. 18 | R.L. Albin: Sham Surgery Controls are Mitigated Trolleys

Mar. 22 | Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethicg§Book I; pp. 1 — 18]
Mar. 23 | Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethic$Book II; pp. 18 — 30]

Mar. 25 | Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethic$Book IlI; pp. 40 — 45]

Mar. 29 | Rosalind Hursthousé/irtue Theory and Abortigrpp. 223 — 233
Mar. 30 | Rosalind Hursthousé/irtue Theory and Abortigrpp. 233 — 246

April 1 Julia Driver:Virtue Theory

*** Term Paper Writing Assignment Due ***

April 5 S. Stewart BraurA Modest Dilemma: Can the Virtue of Modesty Coexijst
with the Developmental Account of Virtue?

*** | ast Day to Submit Q&C Assignments ***

April 6 Review + “One Theory to Rule Them All” Class Debate

Warning: there will be aRegistrar Scheduled Exam in April. | don’t control the date
of this exam, salo not book travel
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