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Course Objectives 

A foundi ng figu re of ou r intel l ect ual epoch, Niet z s che�s infl uen ce on subse quent thought 
and cult ure cannot be ov ers t at ed. He said he wrot e �in blood� -  his lan gua ge artful, ex ces s i ve, 
and notori ous l y provo cat i ve . How ar e to unders t a nd hi m, then?   

In this cou rs e we will expl ore Niet z s che�s wo rk in the cont ex t of the phil os oph y of the 
19tth Centur y, from his ro ot s in S c hopenhauer and Emerson, and his disdai n for soci al i s t 
movem ent s to the concep t i on and devel opm ent of his ex traordi nar y noti ons of the Will to Power, 
the Overm an and Etern al Return, Genealog y, Art , and Li fe. We will read hi s work ca reful l y from 
The Birth of Tragedy and Thus Spoke Zarathustra, through Beyond Good and Evil and the 
Genealogy of Morals. We will deli ght in the eni gm at i c forc e of his lan gua ge and end eavor to 
comprehend him on his own term s, as profoundl y as possi bl e. 

Readi ngs will undoubt ed l y be dif fi cul t and class attendance n eces s ar y. As with all gre at 
advent ures, wh at you tak e awa y will depend on what you put in.  Graded work will incl ude 
homework quest i ons, on e in- class midt erm, one s hort ex eget i c al paper, an d a final pape r.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
 As in  all cours es in phil os oph y, the prim a r y lea rni ng outcom e is to trai n ou rsel ves  to 
becom e de eper thinke rs, more attent i ve re ade rs, bett er writ ers, and cle are r speakers. Th e re adi n gs 
in this cours e will give u s insi ght into one of the most profound and infl ue nt i al phil os ophers of 
the modern age, which will requi re us to read mor e car e ful l y and comprehe ns i vel y. Homework 
quest i ons will provi de opport uni t i es to hone our skil l s at determ i ni ng the crit i cal point s of a tex t 
and answe ri ng a quest i on accur at el y and conci s el y. The midt erm and essa ys will test our abil i t y 
to probe and comm uni cat e compl ex ideas and thei r interrel at i ons. In cl ass ro om discus s i on , it is 
m y hope that  we will lear n  how to arti cul at e our th ought s hones t l y and pr ec i s el y -  and to 
disagr ee without ran cor.  
 
TEXTS:  In the Bookst or e:  Basic Writings of Nietzsche, trans. Kau fm ann,  

   Modern Libra r y, 2000  
   [Incl udes: Birth of Tragedy , Genealogy of Morals,  
   Beyond Good and Evil & Ecce Homo.]   

Thus Spoke Zarathustra, trans. Grah am Parkes,  
   Ox ford Univ. Press, 2008   

Additional Materi al will be avai l abl e on  Bright s pa ce . 
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Course Policies:  
 

https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/index.php#/policy/Sk_0xsM_V?bc=true&bcCurrent=08%20-%20Policy%20on%20Academic%20Integrity&bcGroup=Undergraduate%20Academic%20Regulations&bcItemType=policies
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Schedule of Classes 
 
 

Week One – Introductions 

January 10 
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Week Seven –   READING BREAK 

     Febru ar y 21 - 24 
 

Week Eight – Beyond Good & Evil 

28 Philos ophers  
    R ead:  Beyond Good & Evil, P refac e, Part s  One  & Two  
March   3 �Natural � Histor y  

  Read: BG&E , Part Five  
 

Week Nine  –  Noble Virtues 

   7 Schol ars, Phil os ophers, and thei r Virt ues  
    Read: BG&E , Part 6 , 
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