
Spring 2022 PHIL 239:  Philosophy and Feminism

Course Description 

 In this course we will think in a philosophical way about issues in feminist thought.  

We’ll look at some social practices that raise pressing problems about the standing and treatment of women — 
practices like pornography, restrictions on reproductive rights, sex work, multiculturalism, harassment and the 
gendered division of labour. When we consider these practical issues we’ll be asking first how we should think 
about these things as we work towards determining what we should do about them. 

We’ll also be examining a number of foundational concepts and theories in feminism.  These include the concepts 
of sex and gender, patriarchy and oppression, intersectionality, consent, misogyny, objectification, the different 
voice, false consciousness and adaptive preference.  We’ll be thinking about how best to understand these concepts 
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Tuesday Wednesday Friday

Jan. 
11, 12, 
14

Mason  Introduction Rousseau Emile 
Wollstonecraft A Vindication 
of the Rights of Woman

continued

Jan. 
18, 19, 
21

Ch. 1:  Feminism in a Global 
and Multicultural Context 

continued 
Reaction Paper 1 continued

Jan. 
25, 26, 
28

J.S. Mill On the Subjection 
of Women 
H.T. Mill  The 
Enfranchisement of Women


