
 
PROVISIONAL DRAFT: This syllabus provides a sense of what the course 

involves, but it is not the final official syllabus. 

PHIL 426 A01 (TBA) – PLATO’S REPUBLIC 
Fall 2022, University of Victoria 

Department of Philosophy 
Course website: TBA 

 

Instructor & Contact Information        

Dr. Clifford Roberts (cliffordroberts@uvic.ca)           Meeting Times: Tue-Wed-Fri 12:30-1:20  

Office hours: Tue-Wed 10:30am-12pm (or by appt.)          Meeting Place: TBA   

Office: CLE B318  

 

Course Description 

Plato’s Republic is one of the most imaginative, influential, controversial, and rich works in the 

history of Western philosophical reflection. It covers a dizzying variety of topics: the ideal political 

system, the best form of education, the nature and value of art, the correct analysis of belief and 

knowledge, the nature of virtue and happiness, the structure and constitution of the mind, the list 

could go on. All these topics are tied together in an outrageous conceit: an analogy between 

political and psychological structure. The Republic also offers us Plato’s sustained thinking on topics 

central to his philosophical outlook, among which: the Theory of Forms, the relation between the 

sensible and intelligible worlds, the place of mathematics in cognition, and the role of reason in a 

virtuous 
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(3) Essay            

Value: 40%   

Length: ≥2500 words                

Assignment: Students will complete a paper of the relevant length either i) on one of a 

set of assigned topics, ii) on a topic of their choosing in consultation with the instructor 

or iii) by revising and developing their short essay. Topics will be handed out 3 weeks in 

advance. 

Due dates: see course schedule. 

 

Course Grading 
 

Grades GPV Percentage Description 

A+ 
A 
A- 

9 
8 
7 

90-100 
85-89 
80-84 

An A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is technically superior, 
shows mastery of the subject matter, and in the case of an A+ 
offers original insight and/or goes beyond course expectations. 
Normally achieved by a minority of students. 

B+ 
B 
B- 

6 
5 
4 

77-79 
73-76 
70-72 

A B+, B, or B- is earned by work that indicates a good 
comprehension of the course material, a good command of the 
skills needed to work with the course material, and the student’s 
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and responsibility. It is expected that students will respect these ethical values in all activities related 

to learning, teaching, research, and service. Therefore, plagiarism and other acts against academic 

integrity are serious academic offences. 

 

The responsibility of the institution 

Instructors and academic units have the responsibility to ensure that standards of academic honesty 

are met. By doing so, the institution recognizes students for their hard work and assures them that 

other students do not have an unfair advantage through cheating on essays, exams, and projects. 

 

The responsibility of the student 

Plagiarism sometimes occurs due to a misunderstanding regarding the rules of academic integrity, 

but it is the responsibility of the student to know them. If the student is unsure about the standards 

for citations or for referencing sources, the instructor should be consulted. Depending on the 

severity of the case, penalties include a warning, a failing grade, a record on the student’s transcript, 

or a suspension. 
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may have a disability, you may also want to meet with an advisor at the Centre for Accessible 

Learning (CAL). For more information about CAL, see: https://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/ 

 

Counseling Services  

Many, if not most, students experience some difficulties with their mental health during their years 

as undergraduate students. Make sure you are familiar with the university’s Counseling Services 

(https://www.uvic.ca/services/counselling/)which is an excellent resource you have at your 

disposal on campus. It is hard to shake the stigma associated with problems like depression and 

anxiety, but if at any point you can benefit from help with mental health issues, please contact 

Counseling Services. They genuinely want to help, and why not take advantage of this free resource? 

 

Important Dates  

Please consult the university calendar’s Academic Year Important Dates for information about 

last possible dates to withdraw from courses without penalty, examinations period start/end dates, 

and so on: https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/dates/ 

 

Academic Advising  

For information about declaring a program, academic concessions or interpreting your CAPP 

report, please visit Undergraduate Advising (https://www.uvic.ca/services/advising/) or make an 

appointment with an adviser. 

 

Territory Acknowledgment 

The University of Victoria is committed to acknowledging and respecting the Songhees, 

Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples on whose traditional territory the university stands and 

whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day. For information about support for 
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