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Description of Assignments 

    
Study Questions and Class Participation/Discussion: You are expected to read and to 
come to class prepared.  Spaced throughout the course, there will be short-answer questions 
relating to the readings to be completed and submitted to the Assignment dropbox on 
Brightspace. These Study Questions are intended to help you review the course material and 
prepare you to engage in class discussion.  

 
 Short exegetical essays: (750-1000 words): There will be two short papers required for this 

course.  These will be exegetical essays, intended to improve skills of critical reading and 
concise composition, and to prepare you for your final essay. Paper topics will be posted at 
least one week before the due date, but you are always free to write on a topic of your own 
choice, so long as you speak with me before the due date.   

 
 Final Paper: (1500-2000 words) There will be one substantial paper due at the end of the 

semester, giving you an opportunity to deepen your engagement with the ideas of the course 
and to explore a more synthetic topic. I will provide a list of possible topics, but again, you 
are free to choose one of your own, so long as you speak with me in advance. This paper 
should deal with at least two of the thinkers covered in the course and include at least two 
secondary sources (material not covered in the course). Papers will be evaluated on your 
understanding of the material, the quality of your thought and the clarity and presentation of 
your discussion (including spelling, punctuation and grammar).  
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University Policy on Human Rights, Equity, and Fairness 
According to the Policy on Human Rights, Equity, and Fairness, the “University promotes a safe, 
respectful and supportive learning and working environment for all members of the university 
community. The University fosters an environment characterized by fairness, openness, equity, 
and respect for the dignity and diversity of its members. The University strives to be a place that 
is free of discrimination and harassment, injustice and violence. The strength and vibrancy of the 
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Schedule of Classes 
 
 
 
Week One: A New Voice  

September Beginnings  

7 Introductions   

9  A Thinking Thing 
  Read: Descartes, Meditations, Meditation 2 
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Week Five: Nietzsche: The “Death”  of God 

October  
4** Eternal Return     ** 1 st Short Essay Due** 

Read: The Gay Science, Sect. 341 

5 Will to Truth  
 Read: Nietzsche, The Gay Science, Sects. 108-110,  

7 The Death of God 
 Read: The Gay Science, Sects. 124-125 

Week Six: Nietzsche: A Sort of Ethics  

11 Higher Humans  
 Read: Nietzsche, The Gay Science, Sects. 283, 290 

12 Discussion 

14 Philosophers and Nazis 
 
Week Seven: Heidegger: Dasein and the Nothing 

  18* Angst as Revelation     *Study Questions #3 Due 
 Read: Heidegger, "What is Metaphysics?" Kaufmann, 242-257  

 19 The Nothing 
Read: Heidegger, "What is Metaphysics?"  

 21 Discussion 
 

Week Eight:  Sartre: Freedom and Responsibility     

 25 Freedom and Responsibility  
Read: Sartre, "Existentialism is a Humanism," in Kaufmann,  

Existentialism, pgs. 345-369 

26 Anguish, Abandonment & Despair      
Read: Sartre, "Existentialism is a Humanism," (cont) 

28 The Meaning of the End 
Read: “The Wall” in Kaufmann, pgs. 281-299 
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Week Ten: Existential Changes 

November   
 8 Existential Identities 

Watch: Chloe Zhao, The Rider 

 9-11 **Reading Break** 


