
PHIL 500 A01 (22305) ² 3ODWR·V�Republic 
Spring 2021, University of Victoria 

Department of Philosophy 
Course website: available at https://bright.uvic.ca/d2l/home/51737 

 

Instructor & Contact Information        

Dr. Clifford Roberts (cliffordroberts@uvic.ca)     

Office hours: Mon-Tue 3-4pm (or by appt.; sign-up is required)    

Meeting times: T-W-F 11:30am-12:20pm 

 

Course Description 

Plato’s Republic is one of the most imaginative, influential, controversial, and rich works in the 

histor
1 0rsial
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(2) Short Essay           

Value: 30%               

Length:  ≥1500 words (per assignment)        

Assignment: Students will complete an essay of the relevant length either i) on one of a 

set of assigned topics or ii) on a topic of their choosing in consultation with the 

instructor. Topics will be handed out 2 weeks in advance.         

Due dates: see course schedule. 

 

(3) Long Essay            

Value: 40%   

Length: ≥2500 words                

Assignment: Students will complete a paper of the relevant length either i) on one of a 

set of assigned topics, ii) on a topic of their choosing in consultation with the instructor 

or iii) by revising and developing their short essay. Topics will be handed out 3 weeks in 

advance. 

Due dates: see course schedule. 



Interpretation of these grade definitions is up to the discretion of the instructor. If you receive a 

grade during the course that you believe is unfair, please begin by discussing the matter with the 

instructor in a respectful, open-minded manner. Rest assured that if you still believe the grade you 

received is unfair you can appeal the matter to the chair of the department. For additional 

information regarding grades, please see the most recent issue of the academic calendar (online here: 

Grading). All evaluations of tests and assignments will be calculated according to percentage scores. 

Letter grades and grade point scores are listed purely for reference. 
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Week 4: Feb 1-5 

 

Readings: Bk. II.376d – III 
Malcolm Schofield, “Music all pow’rful” §§1-4 
Elizabeth Belfiore, “’Lies Unlike the Truth’” 

 
Week 5: Feb 8-12 

 

Readings: <same as previous week>  
Christopher Gill, “Plato on the Education of Character” 

James Wilberding, “Curbing One’s Appetites in Plato’s Republic” 

 


